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Portland Candidates Would
Support Gay Rights Law
The 15th Annual Lesbian and Gay Men's Symposium

Our Paper Survey

See Pages 8-9

by Rob Williams
The races for Portland City Council
are heating up with seven candidates b2ttling for three vacant seats on May 3rd.
Five of the seven candidates told Our Pa--_
per that they would support a gay civil
rights ordinance for Maine's largest city.
One candidate was unsure, and one, Danny Lee, did not respond.
In District 1, Pete O'Donnell faces
John Curry in what is considered a very
close race. The winner will replace former Mayor Joseph Casale.
In District 2, Carolyn Silvius and
Martha Giles square off against strong
·
incumbent Pam Plumb.
In the councilor-at-large race, Barb
Wood tries to unseat Danny Lee.
Our Paper mailed a questionnaire to
each of the seven candidates. The questionnaire elicited six respondents.
Listed below is each candidate's response.
The question was worded as follows:
THE CITY OF BOULDER, COLORADO, !HE UNIVERSITY OF
MAINE, AND BOWDION COLLEGE
HA VE ALL RECENTLY ADOPTED
POLICIES OUTLAWING DISCRIMINATION ON THE BASIS OF SEXUAL
ORIENATION.
WOULD YOU SUPPORT AN
ORDINANCE THAT WOULD GRANT
THAT SAME PROTECTION TO THE
CITIZENS OF PORTLAND?
John Cuny
"Certainly. I am opposed to discrimination of any kind against any citizen, for any reason."
Peter O'Donnell
"That we even need such policies is an
unfortunate statement regarding the times
we live in. Nonetheless, I would most
definitely support an ordinance outlawing
discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation for citizens of Portland. I believe that sexual orientation is an adult's
choice, and that no one should be allowed
to infringe on that freedom of choice
through discrimination. Over time, this
country has made great strides to upgrade
the civil rights of a variety of minority
groups, and I personally would support
these policies that hold strong those same
rights foriesbians and gay men."
Pam Plumb
"Although I haven't seen the specific
ordnance or policy from Boulder or Bowdoin, I certainly do support appropriate
legislation to insure that there is no
discrimination on the basis of sexual
orientation."
Carolyn Silvius
"Yes."

Barb Wood
"Yes. No person should be discriminated against due to their sexual ori-

talion. In Portland, voilence against gays
and lesbians is an issue. An ordinance
would not only grant rights but would also
help to educate the public about gay people
and be a start to ending the violence. I
would absolutely be in favor of such an
ordinance."

Martha Giles
"As a city councilor my determination is
to listen and learn, to be available and to
respond.
I would wish to learn more about the
ordinance which you would want to have
enacted by the City before I would make a
commitement as to my support. My questions would be: (1) How urgent is this
need?(2) How can it be implemented by
monitoring and enforcing violations?(3) Is
this not more within the realm of the State?
I believe that true democracy can flourish only in a pluralistic society. This society should recognize the societal and cultural differences of its various minorities and
should accord respect for the individual, regardless of race, creed, or life-style so long
as it does not encroach upon the rights of
his fellow beings."

Gays and Lesbians
. Prepare for
Convention
by Fred Berger
Openly gay and lesbian delegates are
organizing in preparation for Maine's
Democratic Party state convention on the
weekend of May 13-15 . A primary focus
of the preparation is on how to get openly
gay or lesbian people elected as delegates
to this summer' s national convention.
According to Dale McCormick, president ·of the Maine Lesbian/Gay Political
Alliance , over 50 MLGPA members have
notified the group that they were elected
as delegates or alternates in the statewide
party caucuses held February 28. A
meeting was held April 17 to acquaint people with the convention process and to
strategize on how gay people can play a
prominent role at the convention.
MLGPA hopes to be a very visible
presence during the three-day convention.
Volunteers will staff an information table
with brochures, flyers for people running
as national delegates and perhaps
MLGPA's famous lighted quiz board.
McCormick hopes closeted gays as well
as open gay men and lesbians will feel supported by a strong group presence. "We
want this to be a positive growth experience for gay delegates," she said. An

continued onpage 4

New AIDS Law Reflects
Compromise Efforts
by Brenda Buchanan
It's far from perfect, but it's a lot better
than what might have been.
That's the word on the AIDS bill likely
to be adopted by the Maine Legislature this
spring. A package of AIDS-related provisions was shaped during a sustained
compromise effort involving AIDS
activists, the hospital industry and civil
libertarians. It revolves mostly around
health care workers and their relationship
with patients.
Maine Lesbian/Gay Political Alliance
President Dale McCormick said the bill that
emerged from the Human Resources
Committee represents the best the gay
community could have gotten in going up
against the powerful health care industry,
which is anxious about work place liability,
among other things.
"Given the tenor of the times, it couldn't
have come out any better," McCormick said
of the bill. "We definitely got as much as
we could."
Originally, the Maine Hospital
Association was pushing for the right to
test for HIV antibodies any patient whose
blood came into contact with a staff person
as a result of an accident, such as a needle
stick. (HIV is the virus thought by many
to be the cause of AIDS.) ·
What came out of the Human Resources
Committee work session was a far different
piece of legislation. It says:
•Only individual health care workers,
rather than hospitals, can seek to compel
patients i'1volved in accidental exposures to
be testetl for the HIV antibody, The first
step will be for the worker to seek the
patient's consent for a test. Before a patient
can give consent, they must be counseled as
to the potential ramifications of the test. If
the patient refuses to be tested, the refusal
must be in writing. Then the health care
worker may petition the court for an order
to compel the patient to be tested.
The worker also must be tested, and then
must prove to the court that there's a better
than even chance the accidental exposure has
created a significant risk of infection. All
court proceedings will be confidential and
the records will be sealed. The results will
only revealed to the patient if she/he wishes. "That's because it's not for the patient's
sake the test is being done." said Rep.

Charlene Rydell of Brunswick, who worked
closely with Ml.GPA and Maine Civil
Liberties Union to tone down the Hospital
Association bill.
•If a health care worker is involved in an
accidental exposure does not want to compel
testing of the patient or does not want to be
tested personally, they cannot be
discriminated against by their employer.
The anti-discrimination provision also
extends to workers who test positive after
an accidental exposure.
•HIV tests done as a result of accidental
exposures will not become part of a
patient's medical record. This will be true
regardless of whether the patient agreed to
be tested or whether a court order to compel
the test was obtained.
•"Informed consent" is clearly defined as
meaning pre-test counseling must take place
before a patient can truly consent to be
tested. This should put a stop to' the practice
of some hospitals of burying a line about
HIV testing in the general consent .forms
used upon admission. Such "consent" will
not be valid under the law; only consent
obtained after a one-on-one counseling session with a trained counselor will suffice.
•Employers of health care workers will
not be allowed to ask current or prospective
employees to be tested for HIV exposure, or
whether they've ever been tested, unless
their antibody status is a bona fide
occupational qualification. This provision
will expire after one year.
•No health care provider or faculty will
be allowed to refuse to treat a patient
because the patient refuses an HIV test
• Before medical records concerning HIV
test results can be released, the patient must
sign a special form. This provision recognizes the potential discrimination an
individual may face if their antibody status
becomes known to insurers, employers, or
others.
•Doctors who ask a patient to be tested
cannot be held civilly liable for malpractice
if the patient refuses a test, and later
develops a HIV -related illness.
•Insurance companies cannot ask applicants whether they've been tested for HIV
exposure .. (They can however require an
HIV test as a condition of obtaining
insurance.) This provision expires in 1990.

continued on page 3

I~______ LEITERS ______~I
OUR PAPER
Dear Our Paper:

Dear Our Paper,
I would like to respond to a comment in
Joanne H. Clarey's letter on the women's
community project philosophy. In an offhand remark, she mentions "Womland, a
· separatist group" as a member of the
Woman Trust Circle, my first reaction was
surprise and confusion. What is meant by
"separatist"? You don't seem to be referring to the fact that we are a women's
group. The implication seems to be that
we exclude some women. Womland Trust
is and always is and always has been open
to all women. I was dismayed to see
Womland to see Womland defined in such a
cursory and erroneous manner.We are a circle of women who have organized together
for the purpose of acquiring various pieces
of land in Maine and putting parcels of land
into trust. It's an exciting and encouraging
process and rm glad to be a part of it.
Sincerely,
Gail Lipfert

Dear Our Paper,
I would appreciate if you might have
any information concerning rights for gays,
about upgrading your military discharge
classification. A couple of years ago I met
someone who had his discharge changed,
but I did not find out what organization he
went through.
I really enjoy your paper; please keep up
the good work. Thank you for your time
and consideration.
Sincerely Yours

Hello!
GLA is hard at work planning Symposium XV for Memorial Day weeke~d,
and there is one aspect of the weekend with
· which we need your · help. We have
scheduled a cabaret/variety show for .Sunday night and we need acts . Singing acts .
Dancing acts. Juggling acts . Animal acts.
Ventriloquist acts. Actually , any kind of
act will do .
Skits are also welcome. Funny skits .
Political skits . Funny-and-political skits .
Our goal is to have queers from all over
the state up on stage that night, doing a
variety of entertaining things . To make
sure your group doesn't miss its chance to
be part of this theatric/comedic/operatic
extravaganza, call or write GLA by May
IO. What we are imagining is a lineup that
would have, say , the NLN folks doing
magic tricks with . accordion accompaniment right after the BAGLSC people perform another installment of last year's terrific soap opera and right before an
MLGPA song and dance number complete
with kick line .
Nothing wrong with thinking big. Look
what happened when the March on
Washington folks did .
Anyway , please get in touch with us
about this . You can call us anytime at
780-4085. Leave a message on the
machine·if we 're not there . Or write to us
at 92 Bedford St., Portland 04103 . We
look forward to hearing from .you.

L.

P.O. Box 10744
Portland, Maine 04104
(207) n3-2294
PURPOSE
OUR PAPER is published
monthly by the OUR PAPER Collective, P.O. Box 10744, Portland,
Maine 04104. The purpose of
OUR PAPER is to serve as a
voice for lesbians and gay men in
Maine. We wish the newspaper
to be a source of information,
support and affirmation, and a
vehicle for celebration, by and
for members of the lesbian and
gay men's communities. We want
the paper to reflect our diversity
as well.
I

Thanks ,
Brenda Buchanan
GLA Staff

(Responses may be sent c/o Our Paper, PO ·
Box 10744, Portland, Me 04104)

Dear Our Paper,
I just wanted to express my appreciation
of the legal issues article, Law For the
People in Our Paper. I think articles like
that help strengthen . our courage to ask
more questions.
K.C.M.

News Junkies Wanted
Are you into the street beat? Do you live
and breathe politics? Do you crave that
heady sense of always being in the know?
Channel all that compulsiveness into
positive action and become an Our Paper
news reporter. Want to know more? Call
us at 773-2294 or write Our Paper, P. 0.
Bos 10744 Portland Maine 04104.

Our Paper Needs a News
Coordinato'r
Style,
Warmth, Charm .. .
Tranquil Country Surroundings

ee,

Lower Waterford Rd ., East Barnet
Vermont 05821 (802) 633-4047

We need someone to plan news coverage,
assign writers and photographers, edit
copy and do a variety of other related
tasks. The news coordinator is a member
of the decision-making collective and
must attend weekly OP meetings. Any
relevant experience useful. Interested
persons should call us_at 773-2294 or
write to Our Paper, P.O. Box 10744,
Portland. Maine 04104. Thank vou;

*******************************************t

i

PORTLAND IS AT A CROSSROADS i

: BARB WOOD OFFERS A NEW DIRECTION :
:
:

• controlled, sane development :
that benefits our citizens
:

:
:

• affordable housing for lower & :
middle income families
:_ .

:
:

• municipal services that are on :
par with recent growth
:

i

• preservation of the identity and

:

voice of our 11eighborhoods

*

:

i

*

: BARB WOOD FOR COUNCIL AT-LARGE :

*

:

**

PLEASE VOTE on MAY 3rd
paid for by WOOD FOR COUNCIL COMMITIEE, 871 -1555
Adair O'Reilly, Chair . Michael Asen, Treasurer

*

:

**

********************************************
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OUR PAPER

EDITORIAL POLICY
We will consider for publication
any material that broadens our
understanding of our lifestyles
and of each other. Views and
opinions appearing in the paper
are those of the authors only.
We request that all material
submitted be signed and include
an address and/or phone number
so we can contact the author if
editorial revisions need to be
considered. We reserve the right
to edit unsigned material as
necessary. Within the pages of
the newspaper, articles can appear anonymously, upon request,
and strict confidentiality will .be
observed. No revisions or rejections of signed material will occur
witl)out dialogue with the author.
Even though our editorials are
initialed, they represent the
opinion of all collective members.
We welcome and encourage
all our read,ers to submit material
for p_ublication and to share your
· comments, criticisms and positive
feelings with us. Remember, OUR
PAPER is Your Paper!!! Deadline
for each issue is the 10th of the
month.
SUBSCRIPTIONS
Subscriptions ar:.e $12 for one
year (12 issues), $20 for two
years and $25 for three years.
Make checks payable to OUR
PAPER.
OUR PAPER PEOPLE
THE COLLECTIVE
Fred Berger, Business _Manager
Brenda Buchanan, News
Coordinator
Diane Elze, Features
Coordinator
Terri Jones, Arts and
Entertainment' Coordinator

Rob Williams, Advertising
Coordinator
Dawn Patterson, Distribution
and Subscriptions Coordinator
Bruce Smith, Graphics and
· Design Coordinator

COMRADES
Brent McKinstry

c.c.

Diane Matthews
Don
Rick Bourque
Troy Kimball

,

CONTRIBUTORS
Barb Leclerc
Barb Puls
Bernice Harrington
Betsy Miller
Bill
Brian Crabtree
Cathy Jessup
Christine Torraca
Connie Pelkey '
David
Dick Harrison
Doug
Gillian Gatto
H'Alah
Holly Valero
Joan Murphy
Jo Ellen Yale
Judi
Kathy Holzer
Keith Ostertag
K.M.
Lynnsey
Marcello
Mary Lois
Michael. Rossetti
Miles Frieden
P.A. Sass
Pat
Paul Groves
Penny Rich
Peter
Peter Allen
Peter C.
Peter L. Chandler
Rae Harkins
R.J. Bass
Sadabh Neilan
Susan Nadeau
Susan R~d
To_m Hagerty
Theresa
Tina Phillips
Trisha Kehn
Vivian Wadas
ADVERTISING SALESPERSON
Pam Gordon

Our Paper deadlines for the June issue:
• articles, announcements, calendar
• advertising

I

May 10
May20

'

GREAT EXspecTATIONS!
Rewarded. The next time
you spec copy for typesetting, specify The Type
Room - complete phototypesetting and proofreading services at reasonable
rates.

~i____COMMENTARY ____~I
AIDS Not a Lesbian Issue

Gay Community Obsessed
with AIDS
by Gillian Gatto
Away downeast here in Washington
County one cannot find your paper until
midmonth, tempting me to scratch up some
money for a subscription , but after finally
obtaining your March issue , I'm glad I did
not spend my money. I had been looking
forward to reading the thoughts of whoever
might continue the discussion on_violence
in lesbian relationships, because I had ,
myself, written about my own experiences,
but not submitted the piece for various
reasons. It felt like enough just to get my
thought and feelings out, since they had
been backed up for quite some time. So it
was with a good deal of curiosity that I
began leafing through Our Paper, only to
discover that almost the entire issue had
been devoted to AIDS .
Of the seven AIDS articles that I read
which were signed, six were written by
women. I was also treated to a picture of
a man brandishing what looked to be a
banana and informed that he had given a
demonstration of the safe use of condoms .
The more I read and thought about all of
this , the more amazed I became at how
obsessed the "gay community" has
become with sex and AIDS, and even more
amazed at the large amounts of women's
energy being put into these topics .
When I left my 12 year marriage 10
years ago, my main motivation was to stop
having to deal with his penis, his bodily
fluids , his demands for sex. Lesbianism
seemed a viable way to have a close relationship with another being and give up
sexual intercourse. 1 have never regretted
that decision . Now, as I read lesbians
writing about gay men with AIDS , and
'how WE are going to deal with this
problem, I am dumbfounded. I thought
WE had already decided to stop exchanging bodily fluids with men , to stop FUCKING. Yet here are all those lesbians speaking as if the problem belonged to them. I
submit to you all that it doesn't.
If, as every pamphlet and article I have
ever read states, AIDS is primarily
transmitted through an exchange of bodi-

ly fluids , there is one supremely SIMPLE
solution to the problem of how to NOT
contract the disease ; and that is to cease
·to exchange those bodily fluids .. .
Now , shall I duck as you all rise up in
unison to rebut these inflammatory ideas
and lash out at such an "insensitive" point
of view? Probably I will need to , as I have
had to before after writing articles in
straight papers about peace and gay rights .
Any time we have the courage of our convictions , we place ourselves at risk. I am
willing to take that risk, as I believe that
we , as a · race of people, have long
overstepped the boundaries of sensible attitudes towards sex and reproduction. We
as gay people are no exception, as we see
that it is now fashionable for lesbians to
have children, and we see that instead of
deciding to forgo the exchange of bodily
fluids, people, in general, and gay men,
in particular, are busily trying to devise
"safe sex" techniques.
Sex is no longer safe and it is no longer
a practice that can be viewed as morally
worthwhile. The "sex" I am referring to
here is the predominantly male-defined attitudes and practices of sex, whether practiced by hetero- or homosexual men . In
other words, fucking, ·sexual intercourse,
is passe and it's about time we dug it. We
have overpopulated the world and now we
are polluting it with dis-ease of all kinds
- human and environmental. I will certainly not- spend my energy to help men
continue fucking - either women or each
other. The only safe fucking is no fucking .
This· is not to totally abandon Olli'
physical bodies, but to grow into a new ,
more spiritual attitude about how we share
our bodies with others. There is definitely
life after abandoning sexual intercourse
and it is rich, rewarding, and intimately
sensual.

This is not to abandon compassion for
those among us who have already and may
in the future contract the disease AIDS.
There is still plenty of room for compassion and caretaking, but there is also the
untested water of admitting that AIDS is
a disease of choice, and that those who do

not exchange .bodily fluids will most likely not ·get AIDS. This is a choice - just
as smoking tobacco is a choice. I've yet
to hear about any "safe smoking" cam- :
paigns . People either quit or take the ris~ 1
The same should apply to our sexual activity. Which brings_ me back to my '
original amazement at lesbians taking up
their energies with AIDS . I would find it
much more productive work if, for example, we could work in the public schools '
and communities educating girls about the
dangers of allowing the penis into their
bodies - rather than teaching '' safe sex. ' '
It's time to get blunt, direct and realistic.
Not only are girls and women at risk in exchanging bodily fluids with men, of getting AIDS - the main cause of cervical
cancer is sexual intercourse. It's time to
begin assaulting the vast societal conditioning that grooms girls for marriage and
motherhood (Read Fucking). In working
with men to teach "safe sex," we are
merely maintaining the status quo , and , as
lesbians, it seems, betraying our commitment to women .
These are hard ideas. No one, it seems,"
ever welcomes change with open arms. It's
easier to stay the same and hope for the
best, but we have seen what the "best"
we can get from sexual intercourse is too many babies,. too many diseases, and
virtual servitude to male demands. But
what about sexual intercourse within an
established relationship where there is no
danger of introducing a new virus since
partners are monogamous? Here I refer
you to Jose Arguelles, who in _the Whole
Life Monthly is quoted as stating that the
next stop in the continuing harmonic convergence and enlightment of our species
is to give up sexual intercourse and arrange
ourselves in transsexual triads to await
spiritual communication from higher
realms . It was easy last summer· when all
we had to do was sit in circles and hum
to harmonically converge. Are we capable
of giving up what has become a global
obsession with sex and sexual intercourse?
I hope so, . for a ~tter, saner-, more
balanced world , I hope so.
So for now, at least, I will wait on
subscribing to Our Paper. Until I have
reason to believe that you shouldn't be calling yourselves AIDS PAPER, until there
are more writings by women for women.
The most interesting articles for me , so
. far , have been mary lois and betsy writing
about beavers and spinster haven, vivian
wadas writing about work coops, and the
pieces on lesbian relationships.
Let's have some more like those and let
the -men write about the men .

A PWA's Testimony on the AIDS Bill
Prepared testimony of Cameron Duncan
Regarding LD2392 . LD 2483
Committee on Human Resources, Sen.
Gauvreau & Rep. Manning Co-Chair
I appreciate the opportunity of testifying
before the committee. As I have been living
with an AIDS diagnosis for over two years
now, I hope the committee will appreciate
the perspective of one who has been living
the experience that so many Mainers are
fearful of. (Please note that there is such a
phenomenon as " life after diagnosis")
Shortly after i was diagnosed I began to
do research on survival techniques for those
confronting "terminal" illness. Much has
been written about this lately. Many people
are living longer with AIDS and other are
surviving "terminal" cancers. How come?
Often.discussed in the literature is the issue
of successful management of fear.
The increased tension fear causes actually impedes immune function and the healing process.I've gone through a lot of it
myself in living with AIDS. In order to
survive, I've had to find ways to manage the
fear in myself. Thousands of people not di-

rectly affected by the virus are incredibly
fearful. In some cases they're terrified. I believe there is a legitimate case for a corollary process of fear management affecting
soci~ty as a whole.
Since beginning to speak publicly on
this issue here in Maine I've been in the
room with literally thousands of people as
they examine irrational fears surrounding
AIDS. It take courage and a willingness to
be uncomfortable in order to let go of
strongly held misconceptions. It is an
experience to " go through" - not run away ..
from. For me it is inspiring to be part of
this moving experience as people free
themselves of the burdens of
misunderstanding and often, phobia.
Thankfully, many folks are working to insure this important process happens here in
Maine. More of this specific type of education needs to be done. I plan to be part of it.
Plainly, fear motivates some of the legislative proposals before us. They suggest
. actions which, at first, appear to slow the
spread of the virus. Yet on further examination, cause more fear, expense and
disruption while doing little to halt
transmission of HIV. They are a r~ponse to
/'

AIDS Law
continued from page J

-McCormick said -it became clear fairly
early on that the hospitals would gain some ·
variation of right to test people against their ,
will. The question then became how many
safeguards could be built into the process to '
protect the civil liberties of patients.
"We started out with the first mandatory
testing bill we've seen in Maine, but I don't
think that's what we ended up with," she
said
Five members of the Human Resources' ·
Committee; Reps Marge Clark of
Brunswick, Neil Rolde of York, P. Kelly
Simpson of Casco, and Brad Boutilier of
Lewiston, were firmly against any broad
mandatory testing provision, McCormick
said. They were determined that "if the
hospitals wanted (forced testing) , They
were going to have to accept a lot of
moderating language," she said
In the end , of course, the hospitals' role
became almost non-existent, as they cannot"
initiate a court proceeding to compel a
patient to be tested; only a health care
worker can. This is an important aspect of
the bill, according to McCormick, because
· it limits the possibility HIV testing will
become tangled with other issues, such as .
workers' compensation, insurance eligibility, about which hospital administration .
are greatly concerned.
The bill was reported out of the Human
Resources Committee with a unanimous
"ought to pass" recommendation. At press .
time, it was on the Appropriations -_
Committee's table, and both McCormick ·
and Rydell believed it would pass both
houses of the Legislature without debate.
Confining debate to the Committee was a
goal of. the AIDS activists, McCormick
said, because " AIDS is such a difficult
issue."
It takes such a lot of education to get
past the remedial solutions-the easy
solutions- that look good," she said. "On
,·the ~ (of the Legislature) the remedial
· .level of discussion would take over and we
would not be making good public policy,"
McCormick and MLGPA member
Sadhbh Neilan worked closely-'°with Rydell ·
. and Sally Sutton of the MCLU to get the
bill amended to it's final level . She praised
Neilan, Rydell, and Sutton for their commitment and energy during the long days of
discussion and compromise.
Next on the agenda will be laws relating
to insurance, especially workers' comp,
health care employee issues, and money for
direct services to people with AIDS and
AIDS related complex (ARC), McCormick
said. Those issues, as well as a complete
revision of the state's communicable disease ·
law, will be at the forefront when the 114th
Legislature convenes in January, 1989.

bedroom

the cries of a constiniency which is ·fright~
we all share occurs outside of the
ened and demanding that " something be walls.
done" Uqfortunately this constituency, ( in
If not, let us now purge ourselves of
fact almost all of us ), is woefully remedial
such public displays of homosexual perverin it's comprehension of this disease, how it sions as Michelangelo's Sistine Chapel and
is spread, and in discussion of the epidemic
Boitano's
the Olympic Gold of Brian
and it's consequences.
• insprred skating, among countless others. ,
Another added factor here is obvious
AIDS and the issues surrounding1t have
prejudice toward homosexuals and other powerful impact and tricky complexities in
identifiable fringe groups; IV drug users and proportion to the epidemic itself. They defy
prostitutes etc. If Rep Seavy and others are easy answers. All of life's greatest chalso sure mandatory testing of " risk groups"
lenges coexist with opportunities for imwouid work, I invite him to gain the supmense growth. In my experience these opport and trust of my brothers and sisters, portunities lay in the realm of higher purmother and father, aunts and uncles and pose for humanity, healing and forgiveness.
friends in justifying such involuntary inva- That's why I'm involved. I say the legacy of
sions of my body. Does he imagine they
AIDS need not only be horror, outrageous
would sit still for such a violation?
- Perhaps the Christian League is unaware · expense and loss of compassio~ values in
our society. Rather, it poses powerful questhat Lhere exist thousands of families, like
tions and offers a mandate every human bemine, who dearly love and admire their gay
ing could well afford to spend some time
sons and daughters: Families who recognize
contemplating.
the value in a human being to be much
With deep respect for the difficulties inbroader than mere sexual preference. There
are many millions of concientious, hard herent in devising AIDS policy, this taxpaying constituent requests that the Human .
working people in the U.S. who recognize
Resources
committee unmask mandatory
what is obvious- the contribution an indicontinued on page 14
vidual m~es to the ·quality :of civilization
·ouR PAPER
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~•_____COMMENTARY ____~I
AIDS Not a Lesbian Issue

Gay Community Obsessed

with AIDS
by Gillian Gatto

Away downeast here in Washington
County one cannot find your paper until
midmonth, tempting me to scratch up some
money for a subscription, but after finally
obtaining your March issue , I'm glad I did
not spend my money . I had been looking
forward to reading the thoughts of whoever
might continue the discussion on violence
in lesbian relationships, because I had ,
myself, written about my own experiences ,
but not submitted the piece for various
reasons . It felt like enough just to get my
thought and feelings out , since they had
been backed up for quite some time. So it
was with a good deal of curiosity that I
began leafing through Our Paper, only to
discover that almost the entire issue had
been devoted to AIDS.
Of the seven AIDS articles that I read
which were signed , six were written by
women. I was also treated to a picture of
a man brandishing what looked ·to_ be a
banana and informed that he had given a
demonstration of the safe use of condoms .
The more I read and thought about all of
this , the more amazed I became at how
obsessed the "gay community" has
become with sex and AIDS, and even more
amazed at the large amounts of women' s
energy being put into these topics.
When I left my 12 year marriage 10
years ago, my main motivation was to stop
having to deal ~ith his penis, his bodily
fluids, his demands for sex. Lesbianism
seemed a viable way to have a close relationship with another being and give up
sexual intercourse. I have never regretted
that decision. Now , as I read lesbians
writing about gay men with AIDS, and
how WE are going to deal with this
problem, I am dumbfounded . I thought
WE had already decided to stop exchanging bodily fluids with men, to stop FUCKING . Yet here are all those lesbians speaking as if the problem belonged to them. I
submit to you all that it doesn't.
If, as every pamphlet and article I have
ever read states, AIDS is primarily
transmitted through an exchange of bodi-

ly fluids , there is one supremely SIMPLE
solution to the problem of how to NOT
contract the disease; and that is to cease
to exchange those bodily fluids .. .
Now, shall I duck as you all rise up in
unison to rebut these inflammatory ideas
and lash out at such an "insensitive" point
of view? Probably I will need to, as I have
had to before after writing articles in
straight papers about peace and gay rights .
Any time we have the courage of our convictions, we place ourselves at risk. I am
willing to take that risk, as I believe that
, we, as a race of people, have long
overstepped the boundaries of sensible attitudes towards sex and reproduction . We
as gay people are no exception, as we see
that it is now fashionable for lesbians to
have children, and we see that instead of
deciding to forgo the exchange of bodily
fluids, people , in general , and gay rrien ,
in particular, are busily trying to devise
"safe sex" techniques .
Sex is no longer safe and it is no longer
a practice that can be viewed as morally
worthwhile. The "sex" I am referring to
here is the predominantly male-defined attitudes and practices of sex , whether practiced by hetero- or homosexual men. In
other words, fucking, sexual intercourse ,
is passe and it's about time we dug it. We
have overpopulated the world and now we
are polluting it with dis-ease of all kinds
- human and environmental. I will certainly not- spend my energy to help men
continue fucking - either women or each
other. The only safe fucking is no fucking .
This is not to totally abandon ouF
physical bodies, but to grow into a new,
more spiritual attitude about how we share
our bodies with others. There is definitely
life after abandoning sexual intercourse
and it is rich, rewarding , and intimately
sensual.
This is not to abandon compassion for
those among us who have already and may
in the future contract the disease AIDS.
There is still plenty of room for compassion and caretaking, but there is also the
untested water of admitting that AIDS is
a disease of choice , and that those who do

not exchange 'bodily fluids will most likely not get AIDS . This' is a choice - just
as smoking tobacco is a choice. I've yet
to hear about any "safe smoking" cam- :
paigns. People either quit or take the risJel :
The same should apply to our sexual activity. Which brings me back to my '
original amazement at lesbians taking up
their energies with AIDS . -1 would find it
much more productive work if, for example , we could work in the public schools
and communities educating girls about the
dangers of allowing the penis into their
bodies __: rather than teaching ' ' safe sex. ''
It's time to get blunt, direct and realistic.
Not only are girls and women at risk in exchanging bod'ily fluids with men , of getting AIDS - the main cause of cervical
cancer is sexual intercourse . It's time to
begin assaulting the vast societal conditioning that grooms girls for marriage and
motherhood (Read Fucking) . In working
with men to teach "safe sex," we are
merely maintaining the status quo, and, as
lesbians , it seems , betraying our commilment to women .
These are hard ideas. No one, it seems,
ever welcomes change with open arms. It's
easier to stay the same and hope for the
best , but we have seen what the "best"
we can get from sexual intercourse is too many babies, too many diseases , and
virtual servitude to male demands . But
what about sexual intercourse within an
establish.eel relationship where there is no
danger of introducing a new virus since
partners are monogamous? Here I refer
you to Jose Arguelles , who in ,the Whole
Life Monthly is quoted as stating that the
next stop in the continuing harmonic convergence and enlightment of our species
is to give up sexual intercourse and arrange
ourselves in transsexual triads to await
spiritual communication from higher
realms. It was easy last summer when all
we had to do was sit in circles and hum
to harmonically converge. Are we capable
of giving up what has become a global
obsession with sex and sexual intercourse?
I hope so, for a b~tter, saner , more
balanced world, I hope' so.
So for now, at least, I will wait on
subscribing to Our Paper. Until I have
reason to believe that you shouldn't be calling yourselves AIDS PAPER, until there
are more writings by women for women.
The most interesting articles for me , so
, far , have been mary lois and betsy writing
about beavers and spinster haven, vivian
wadas writing about work coops, and the
pieces on lesbian relationships .
Let ' s have some more like those and let
the men write about the men.

A PWA's Testimony on the AIDS Bill
Prepared testimony of Cameron Duncan
Regarding LD2392 . LD 2483
Committee on Human Resources, Sen.
Gauvreau & Rep. Manning Co-Chair
I appreciate the opportunity of testifying
before the committee. As I have been living
with an AIDS diagnosis for over two years
now, I hope the committee will appreciate
the perspective of one who has been living
the experience that so many Mainers are
fearful of. (Please note that there is such a
phenomenon as " life after diagnosis")
Shortly after i was diagnosed I began.to
do research on survival techniques for those
confronting "terminal" illness. Much has
been written about this lately. Many people
are living longer with AIDS and other are
surviving "terminal" cancers. How come?
Often discussed in the literature is the issue
of successful management of fear.
The increased tension fear causes actually impedes immune function and the healing process.I've gone through a lot of it
myself in living with AIDS. In order to
survive, I've had to find ways to manage the
fear in myself. Thousands of people not di-

rectly affected by the virus are incredibly
fearful. In some cases they're terrified. I believe there is a legitimate case for a corollary process of fear management affecting
society as a whole.
Since beginning to speak publicly on
this issue here in Maine I've been in the
room ·with literally thousands of people as
they examine irrational fears surrounding
AIDS. It take courage and a willingness to
be uncomfortable in order to let go of
strongly held misconceptions. It is an
experience to " go through"- not run away ,.
from. For me it is inspiring to be part of
this moving experience as people free
themselves of the burdens of
misunderstanding and often, phobia.
Thankfully, many folks are working to insure this important process happens here in
Maine. More of this specific type of education needs to be done. I plan to be part of it.
Plainly, fear motivates some of the legislative proposals before us. They suggest
actions which, at first, appear to slow the
spread of the virus. Yet on further exami.nation, cause more fear, expense and
disruption while doing little to halt
transmission of HIV. They are a response to

AIDS Law
continued from page J

-McCormick said -it became clear fairly
. early on that the hospitals would gain some ,
variation of right to test people against their ,
will. The question ·then became how many
safeguards could be built into the process to '
'
protect the civil liberties of patients.
"We started out with the first mandatory
testing bill we've seen in Maine, but I don't
think that's what we ended up with," she
said
Five members of the Human Resources·,
Committee; Reps Marge Clark of ·
Brunswick, Neil Rolde of York, P. Kelly
Simpson of Casco, and Brad Boutilier of
Lewiston, were firmly against any broad
mandatory testing provision, McCormick
said. They were determined that "if the
hospitals wanted (forced testing) , They
were going to have to accept a lot of
moderating language," she said
In the end , of course, the hospitals' role
became almost non-existent, as they cannot
initiate a court proceeding to compel a
patient to be tested; only a health care
worker can. This is an important aspect of
the bill, according to McCormick, because
· it limits the possibility HIV testing will
become tangled with other issues, such as .
workers' compensation, insurance eligibility, about which hospital administration ,
are greatly concerned.
The bill was reported out of the Human
Resources Committee with a unanimous
"ought to pass" recommendation. At press
time, it was on the Appropriations - .
Committee's table, and both McCormick .
and Rydell believed it would pass both
houses of the Legislature without debate.
Confining debate to the Committee was a
goal of the AIDS activists, McCormick
said, because " AIDS is such a difficult
issue."
It takes such a lot of education to get
past the remedial solutions-the easy
solutions- that look good," she said. "On
, the floor (of the Legislature) the remedial
, level of discussion would take over and we
would not be making good public policy,"
McCormick and MLGPA member
Sadhbh Neilan worked closely with Ryden '
, and Sally Sutton of the MCLU to get the
bill amended to it's final level . She praised
Neilan, Rydell, and Sutton for their commitment and energy during the long days of
discussion and compromise.
Next on the agenda will be laws relating
to insurance, especially workers' comp,
health care employee issues, and money for
direct services to people with AIDS and
AIDS related complex (ARC), McCormick
said. Those issues, as well as a complete
revision of the state's communicable disease·'
law, will be at the forefront when the 114th
Legislature convenes in January, 1989.

bedroom

the cries of a constituency which is fright~
we all share occurs outside of the
ened and demanding that " something be
walls.
done" Urµortunately this constituency, ( in
If not, let us now purge ourselves of
fact almost all of us), is woefully remedial
such public displays of homosexual perverin it's comprehension of this disease, how it
sions as Michelangelo's Sistine Chapel and
is spread, and in discussion of the epidemic
the Olympic Gold of Brian
Boitano's
and it's consequences. .
. inspue<f skating, among countless others. '
Another added factor here is obvious
AIDS and the issues surrounding1t have
prejudice towarcf homosexuals and other
powerful impact and tricky complexities in
identifiable fringe groups; IV drug users and
proportion to the epidemic itself. They defy
prostitutes etc. If Rep Seavy and others are
easy answers. All of life's greatest chalso sure mandatory testing of " risk groups"
lenges coexist with opportunities for imwould work, I invite him to gain the supmense growth. In my experience these opport and trust of my bn;>thers and sisters,
portunities lay in the realm of higher purmother and father, aunts and uncles and
pose for humanity, healing and forgiveness.
friends in justifying such involuntary invaThat's why I'm involved. I say the legacy of
sions of my body. Does he imagine they
AIDS need not only be horror, outrageous
would sit still for such a violation?
expense
and loss of compassionate values in
- Perhaps the Christian League is unaware
that there exist thousands of families, like our society. Rather, it poses powerful quesmine, who dearly love and admire their gay tions and offers a mandate every human besons and daughters: Families who recognize ing could well afford to spend some time
the value in a human being to be much contemplating.
With deep respect for the difficulties inbroader than mere sexual preference. There
herent
in devising AIDS policy, 'this taxare many millions of concientious, hard
paying
constituent requests that the Human ,
working people in the U.S. who recognize
Resources
committee unmask mandatory
what is obvious- the contribution an indicontinued on page 14
vidual mal_ces to the ·quality .of civilization
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Wood Campaign Focuses on
People Issues
by Brenda Buchanan
Portland City Council candidate Barb
Wood has been working for months to increase her name recogniition and excite
people with her ideas, hoping when voters
go to the polls May 3, a coalition of progressive people will be motivated to support her.
Wood , who is running for an at-large
seat in the council, is a member of the
steering committee of the Maine Lesbian/Gay Political Alliance. She is focusing her campaign on the issues of overdevelopment , affordable housing and city
services.
Those are "people issues," Wood said
in a recent interview, and they have been
neglected by the council of late.
Development in Portland has not been
scrutinized with an eye toward how it will
affect the public good , she said , and the
consequence is a real estate market ripple effect that has working: people being
priced out of their own rneighborhoods.
"Whether you own property or rent property, there's been a sigrnificant increase
in costs," Wood said of recent trends. She
pointed to a study done for the Greater
Portland Council of Governments to support her contention that development does
not bring with it the benefits to the tax base
of which its proponents boast.
" We're seeing it now with Great Diamond Island," she said. " In order for the
planned development to take place, the city
is going to have to devote inearly $125 ,000
to provide fire protection. The property tax
benefits just don't offset the costs."
Wood applauds last spring's activism
which resulted in an ordinance protecting
traditional uses along the waterfront.
Strong citizen participation in articulating
the city's growth strategy would be
welcomed by Wood.
" Together we can reclaim the city, "
Wood told 150 supporters at a March 22
reception where she announced her candidacy . "We started to do that with the
waterfront . Citizens made a decision for
what they wanted , not what real estate
speculators wanted. Citiz1:ns made a decision that was in the public interest, not
private or personal interest. Let's reclaim
the victory of the waterfront and keep the
momentum going .''
In her announcement speech, she criticized the "anything goes" attitude she
believes city officials have: adopted toward
development. She said one developer was
recently quoted in the newspaper as saying when his office buildi.ng is completed
in two years, the city's "office glut"
should be over.
"If we have an office glut, why are we
allowing more and more of these buildings
to be constructed, especially at the expense
of our landmarks? It's that 'anything goes'
attitude ," she said. "Let's stop , take a

deep breath , and clear our headsbefore
continuing with this development.
"Since June of 1987, the chair of the
Council's housing committee has not held
one meeting on affordable housing. Is this
how we should deal with a major problem
in Portland? A problem that is rapidly
turning into ·a crisis? We need to immediately start looking at this problem and
find some creative solutions to solve it, "
she said .
Wood also questions why municipal services have not improved in recent years ,
especially' when pro-development forces
claim all the new construction is broadening the tax base.
" As I've talked with people in the city,
one of their main concerns has been the

Anyone who can prove they have lived
in Portland for at least one day is eligible
-to vote in the May 3 city elections . If you
are not already registered , or need to
change the address at which you are
registered , you can do so at the voteir
registration office on the first floor of
Portland City Hall up to and including
election day . Office hours are 8 a.m . to 4
p.m. daily , 7 a.m . to 8 p.m. on election
day . You must present identification with
your current street address (not a post of·
fice box) in order to register.
Voters are assigned a neighborhood
precinct polling place. If you are not sure
where to vote you can call the voter
registration office at 775-5451 to find out,
(although it may be difficult to reach them
on election day .) If you will be out of town
on election day or are unable to travel to
the polls you may request an absentee
ballot in advance from the city clerk' s office on the second floor of City Hall . This
year for the first time you can have an
absentee ballot sent to you by calling the

Convention

continued from page 1

8 a.m . Saturday caucus meeting and a
reception sponsored by Underground
owner Randy Scott and Tom Robinson of
Blackstone' s will give delegates a chance
to meet as a group during the weekend.
MLGPA's primary political goal is to
elect one or more of its members as
delegates to the national convention .
Delegates are elected by other supporters
of their particular candidate. Some
elected at-large and others are elected as '
representatives of either the First oir
Second Congressional District. A total of
20 national delegates will be elected at the
convention . Although the exact breakdown
will b~ determined at the convention ,
McCormick believes there will be five uncommitted delegates elected, seven or eight
for Jackson, and seven or eight fo ir
Dukakis.
According to McCormick, the largest

arc

Barbara Wood, Candidate for .
Portland City Council
conditions of our streets and sidewalks, ' '
she said. "This may not seem like a
major issue , but for many of our older
citizens, it is a real concern. If they are not
free to walk in our city, what does that say
about the quality of life in our city?"
A standards analyst at L.L. Bean, Wood has been actively involved in progressive
politics for several years . She has lived in
Portland since 1984 and in Maine since
1978. She worked on Jim Oliver's campaign for the legislature last fall, on the
statewide anti-censorship referendum campaign in 1986, and on former State Sen.
Bill Diamond' s campaign for governor that
same year. She also represents the lesbian/gay community on the Democratic
State Affirmative Action Subcommittee.
The Wood for Council committee,
headed by chair Adair Kathleen O'Reilly
and treasurer Michael Asen, is seeking
volunteers and contributions. The committee can be contacted at 137 Spring Street,
Portland, 04 IO I . The phone number is
871-1555 .

.saturday, may 28, 1988 at 3 p.m.

LE~SBIAN AND GAY PRIDE
.

How To Vote

The Congress Buildlng
1.42 High Street, Suite Six Twenty-four
Portland. Moine 04101
(207) 772-0664
Bette Katsekas, Ed.D.

Dlal)e Lemay, Ed.D.

INDIVIDUAL. COUPLES ANO FAMILY COUNSELING
.
General Developmental Issues, Chemical Dependency Recovery, Co-Dependence
and Adult Children of Alcoholics
CONSUL TING TO HOSPITALS. BUSINESSES ANO SCHOOLS
Effective Communication Skills. Stress Management and Chemical Dependency
Awareness
STRUCTURED SELF-AWARENESS/EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS FOR CO-DEPENDENTS AND
AOUL T CHILDREN OF ALCOHOLICS
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~BELLVILLE

COUNSELING

MARCH AND RALLY

ASSOCIATES

Bellville Counseling has served the community at large,
and the gay and lesbian community in the greater Boston area
for the past eight years.
We are pleased to announce the opening of offices
in Brunswick and Portland, Maine.
We provide individual, couples and group therapy, and help
for those dealing with ad.dictions and substance abuse.

$25 AWARD TO PERSON OR GROUP WHICH SUGGESTS
·
THIS YEAR'S IBEME SLOGAN
MUST BE 1 TO 5 WORDS, NON-SEXIST
NON-VIOLENT IN NA TVRE, & UPBEAT
$100 BEST GROUP BANNER PRIZE
BAlNNER MUST BE CARRIED IN MARCH
AND BE JUDGED TO BE A CREA 11VE EXPRESSION
OF YOUR GROUP'S NA TVRE
FOR INFORMATION CAU:
883_-6934 (PORll.AND AREA)

For Further information call:
(207) 729-8727
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porters of Jesse Jackson, who has been the .
number of gay or lesbian delegates are supmost publicly supportive of gay and lesbian issues. A second large group was
elected as uncommitted delegates at their
caucuses. McCormick says she knows of
only one gay person supporting Dukakis .
At this point there are three MLGP A
members seeking a national delegate slot.
They are Sadabh Neilan , as a first district
Jackson delegate , Barbara Wood as a first
district uncommitted delegate, and Dale
McCormick as an at-large uncommitted
delegate.
If McCormick is elected as a delegate
it will be the second time she has held that
position. In 1984 she went to San Francisco as an openly lesbian at-large delegate
from Maine. At the convention she took
an active role as a member of the gay and
lesbian caucus . At liome she received
widespread favorable attention by the
Maine media .

HUMAN DEVELOPMENT CONSULTANTS

downtown PORTLAND to USM-portland campus
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office·at 775-5451.
Portland city elections are non-partisan.
Candidates do not identify their political
party and all Democrats, Republicans , and
independents can vote in the election .
Some Council seats are elected at-large .
This means that any_city resident can vote
in that race . Other seats are district seats.
Only voters in a particular district can vote
in a district race. This year the Barb WoodDanny Lee race is at-large . The Peter
O'Donnell-John Curry race is for the
District One (Munjoy Hill) seat. The Pam
Plumb-Martha Giles-Carolyn Silvius race
is for the District Two (West End) seat.
Besides the City Council race, there will
be contests for School Committee seats. A
referendum seeking authorization of bonds
for construction of an Alzheimer' s patient
care facility at the Barron Center, the cityowned nursing facility on Brighton
A venue, will also be on the ballot.
The polls will be open on election day ,
Tuesday , May 3, from 7 a.m. to 8 p .m.

,,

Global Gayzett~
Lesbian To Be Tested

Gay Rights Legislation Passes
and Fails
Raleigh, · N.C. has become the latest :
city to add sexual orientation to its antidiscrimination policy . In a 7-1 vote, the ·
city council approved the new policy on
Jan. 5. The one dissenting vote was cast
by the mayor of Raleigh. Raleigh has a city
manager form of government and the
mayor does not have veto powers.
North Carolina is the home state of Sen.
Jesse Helms, whose amendment to the
1988 federal budget would have prevented
the use of any material which "promotes
or encourages, directly or indirectly,
homosexual sexual activity. ''
Willie Pilkington, who works with the
Raleigh Citizens for Gay and Lesbian
Equality, said that work on the change of
policy began in 1986 after gay groups were
turned down by the local Park Commission when they sought a public park for
gay pride activities.
Meanwhile, the Albany Common Council , Albany , NY' s governing body rejected
gay rights legislation by a vote of 12-2 on
March 7. The set of bills, introduced by
Alderwoman Nancy Burton, would have
provided protection from discrimination by
adding "sexual orientation" to the city's
employment and .housing regulations. The
legislation was tne first attempt to pass gay
rights protections in the city.

German Feminists Targeted
Thirty-three simultaneous raids by
the Bundeskriminalamt - the German
equivalent of the FBI - targeted feminist
activists who have researched and spoken
out against reproductive and genetic
engineering.
According to Off Our Backs, hundreds
of heavily armed police participated in the
raids at 4:30 p.m. on Dec. 18, 1987. The
women were taken into custody, forced to
strip and all "non-changeable marks" on ·
their bodies were written in the police ·
records. The police were reported in the
German press to be looking for members
of a "terrorist organization," although
many of the women were not told of any
grounds for the raids .
"No concrete accusation or crime was
being investigated," pointed out Maria
Mies, who was one of the organizers of
the first large feminist conference against
reproductive and genetic technology held
in Bonn in 1985. "This means that women
doing research in reproductive or genetic
engineering, or talking about it or giving
seminars, are already doing enough to provide a pretext for the attorney general to
launch such a police action."
The Gene Archive, which since 1982 has
housed information on the scientific, legal
and political aspects of reproductive and
genetic e.ngineering , attracted particular attention. Police seized scientific papers and
the women's seminar materials, drafts for
speeches, published work, videos, tapes of
radio programs, postcards, brochures and
private address books.
In a statement issued after the raids,
feminist activists asked supporters to write
letters to Frau Prof. Rita Sussmuth, ,
Minister of Family, Health, Women and
Youth, Ministerium fur Familie, Gesundheit, Frauen and Jugend, 5300 Bonn,
Federal Republic of Germany .

Canadian Comes Out
On March 3, Svend Robinson became
the first openly gay member of parliament
in Canada's history. Robinson, a member
of the socialist New Democratic Party who
represents a constituency in British Columbia announced, "We do not choose to be
· gay.or lesbian and are not seeking special
rights, merely the right to live openly, in
dignity , without losing our jobs or homes
or being subjected to violence,'' according
to a report in the Chicago Tribune.
The nine-year parliamentary veteran said
he based his decision on his government's
two-year delay in fulfilling its pledge to
outlaw discrimination against gay and lesbian people, rising homophobic violence
and harassment, and "attempts to link
AIDS to homosexuality by the Jimmyl
Swaggarts of the world."
In the wake of his announcement, vandals attacked Robinson's constituency
office in Burnaby, B.C . Premier Grant
Devine of Saskatchewan, who expressed
fear that the announcement would spur
young people to experiment with homosexuality , said he feels the same compassion
for gay people that he does for bank robbers. Toronto activist Russell Armstrong,
on the other hand, called Robinson's announcement "a quiet act of heroism."
Robinson says of coming out, "It was
a difficult decision in both personal and
political terms . I didn' t want to be perceived as a single-issue candidate or a gay
member of Parliament; but rather as a
member of Parliament who happens to be
gay . For me, as for any other gay or lesbian person, it is a liberating experience."

VISA Card Issuer Takes Stand
Against USOC
Working Assets Funding Service, a San
Francisco company which issues both the
VISA card and Mastercard, has donated
$1 ,000 each to the National Gay Rights
Advocates , the National Gay and Lesbian
Task Force, and the Lambda Legal
Defense and Education Fund. The donation reflects Working Assets' stance
against the United States Olympics Committee's (USOC) legal prohibition of the
Gay Games use of the term -"Olympics."
By donating funds to gay organizations,
Working Assets hopes to stress the distinction between its relationship with VISA
USA and VISA USA's relationship with
the USOC.
During specific months, VISA USA will
contribute .00062C per credit card purchase in support of America's 1988 Olym- .
pie athletes. "VISA has made clear that
its only purpose is to 'help U.S. athletes
who depend entirely on contributions from ,
the private sector,' " Working Assets'
press release explains, "Nevertheless .. .
We felt that as a company offering a VISA
card , it was important for us to make a
statement against the USOC's homophobic
policies.' '
Called ''the credit card with cons. cience," the Working Assets card "supports non-profit organizations working for
peace, human rights , a healthier environment and aid to the hungry" by generating
a five-cent donation every time it is used ,
according to its press material. Groups
receiving regular donations have included
the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force,
National AIDS Network, and Equal Rights
Advocates.

~ill receive a copy ~f the rei,orC and a
hearing will be held to formally define
Kowalski 's competence.
- The judge is continuing.to allow Donald .
Kowalski to decide what mail Sharon
receives, but has ordered that Donald keep
any mail Sharon has gotten and will get.
Until the Natiional Committee to Free
Sharon Kowalski is certain Sharon will
receive her mail, cards from the Holiday
and Birthday campaigns will be saved.
To help defray Karen Thompson's high
legal costs, please send contributions,
made out to Karen Thompson Legal Fund,
to: Fund, 32495 County Road #1 , St.
· Cloud, MN 56303. For more information ·
about the case or to arrange to have Karen
Thompson speak, write Cheryl Vitow, 149 ,
Stelton Rd . , Piscataway, NJ 08854 or call
(201) 752-5302.

St. Louis County Judge Robert Camp- ·
bell ruled on Feb. 5 that Sharon Kowalski
should be_formally tested for competency .
I
and ordered that her new court-appointed
attorney, Gary Pagliacetti, consult with
Duluth-area physicians to select a test site.
Kowalski was severely injured in an
automobile accident in Nov . 1983 . Her
lover, Karen Thompson, has been fighting
Kowalski's parents in court for almost four
years for the right to see and participate
in Kowalski's medical care.
Pagliacetti told the court that he had
visited Kowalski four times , and he ·
believes that she understands what others
say to her and that she can communicate
effectively when she desires . He said he
feels she could use a computer to improve
her communication, and move around in
Sources:
an electric wheelchair. In response to requests from Thompson's attorneys, CampNational Committee to Free Sharon
bell ordered that no attorneys except - - Kowalski ,
Pagliacetti be allowed to contact
Gay Community News,
Kowalski's evaluators until ilieirreportJis
Bay Windows
issued. No date has been set for the testing.
Gaze
He requested that all parties submit to him.
recommendations for testing parameters.
Campbell also requested that both ThompCompiled by K.M., Mark T. and Rob
son and the Kowalskis provide him with
Williams.
statements detailing how their attorneys'
fees are paid. When the testing is complete, all parties involved in the litigation
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Lesbiarr-Gay
Phoneline A warded
GranJ
The Lesbian-Gay Phoneline of Caribou
has been awarded a grant for its next year's
operating costs. When awarding the grant,
Resist, a Somerville, Massachusetts-based
group which funds numerous projects, noted that their board was ''very supportive of (the) work in (this) rural area"
which the phoneline has been doing.
In operation since 1983, the LesbianGay Phoneline is staffed by volunteers, provides confidential information and support, and is a primary means by which Jes. bian, gay, and bisexual people may make.
contact with the community in this region.
The Phoneline serves both sides o'f the
Maine-New Brunswick border in the
Aroostook-Madawaska-Victoria-Carleton
counties region. It is the only service of
its kind in the state of Maine and is one
of three in New Brunswick. The others
serve the Fredericton and Moncton areas.

For Northern Lambda Nord , the parent _
organization of the phoneline, this is the
fourth grant they have received in their
eight-year history, bringing the total of
awards to nearly $14,000.
For more information, call:
Lesbian-Gay Phoneline
207/498-2088 (Wed. 7-9 p.m. , or
leave a message at other times).

MCL•'l To Honor
UM Trustees
The Maine Civil Liberties Union will
give the first Roger Baldwin Award to the
University of Maine System Trustees in
recognition of their decision to bar
disc·r-imination based on sexual orientation
on all University of Maine campuses.
' Trustee Dr. Stanley Evans will accept
t)le award for the board at the MCLU's
20th anniversary dinner and annual
meeting on May 6 at the Portland Club in
Portland. American Civil Liberties Union
Executive Director Ira Glasser will be the
guest speaker at the event.

Newly
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York County
Notebook
by Pat .
Some people spend a portion of
their winter months writing away for,
looking forward to and receiving gardening magazines and seed catalogs. This
year I decided to invest a dollar or two
here and there on some of the various
catalogs and publications of lesbian
groups around the country.
While in Washington last
October, along with the pink triangle tee
shirt I bought, I picked up a copy of the
Lesbian Cr>nnection winter catalog and
signed on to their mailing list The cover
page reacii;: Free to Lesbians, suggested
donativn $2 (m'Jre if you can, less if you
can't). Ifs well worth the mo,ney. They
publish "six times a year (more if we can,
less if we can't)" and list things like festivals, conferences, stores, resorts, publications, ix>oks, music and films. They
also print articles provided by their readers. My May-June issue should be along
soon. I recommend them highly.
From the pages of L.C. I sent
for and received sample copies of
Common Lives-Lesbian Lives, a l<;.sbian
quarterly of stories, pictures amd poems;
Sinister Wisdcm, A Journal for the Lesbian Imagination in the Arts and Politics;
and Lesbian Contradiction, a Journal of
Irreverent Feminism. Loads more fun to
read (for me ,myway) than how to grow
forty-seven varieties of grape hyacinths!
I also broke down and ordered a
copy of a children's book called When
Megan Went Away. It's about a little girl
coming to terms with her mother's sadness over the loss of her love .. rd seen jt
several years ago when Wise Woman
bookstore (goddess bless it) was still
around. It's wonderful what you can get
through the mail!
Wasn't April an interesting
month? The redwings came back, the
peepers came out and it snowed for the
Volksmarch in Kennebunkport. Just a
little late for April Fools, don't you
think, Mother Nature?
Speaking of April Fools, one of
the nice things I've found about gathering
up your courage and coming out to coworkers means that you may get included
in surprising ways in the April first
lunacy. I work in a restaurant and walked
in at 8 AM to find this message taped tq
the cash register: "Party of 1lwenty for
breakfast ·upstairs at 8:30 -- Gay
Coalition!" I laughed all day over that
one.
My friend C. is out at: his job to
one friend, a woman. Later thi:s week the
three of us are going up to the
Underground. Yay, B! Every bit of conciousness-raising helps.
On April 15 the Kennebunk
Unitarian Church at its annwu meeting
voted unanimously to add this covenant
to its AIDS policy: "We •he members of
the First Parish Unitarian in Kennebunk
pledge ourselves to extend the hand of_
welcome and compassion to any AIDS
patient. We will honor without question
any understanding of confidentiality extended by a member of ahe AIDS
Confidentiality Team in response to an
AIDS patient We express our desire to be
caring and helpful and will each, as we are
able, be supportive through ow: assistance
and love." Congratulations to this congregation!
Enough said. See you at the
Pride March on the 28th! -

.£"
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_ Queer News From
the Peninsula
by Lynnsey
W. Sedgwick, -- Those of us who live
close to the land and the sea derive our faith
from the rhythmic cycles of the earth. Only
from the barreness of winter can there be
new life in the spring; and as surely as the
ocean brings us her bounty, she can as
· quickly bring us her wrath. The cycles of
death and rebirth, of nourishment and destruction are as interrelated as our very life
is to our breath. We do not question
whether our next breath will come, the ultimate act of faith. We accept the fullness of
life, with all her disparity and variation.
'

Change, especially when sudden, puts
me in a philosophical mood. C.C. on the,
rocks, otherwise known as the Crystal
Palace and noted for her warmth and friendly
gatherings,- the home to MJ and Sue, was
destroyed by fire on Friday, April 1. She
was the type of home I'd thought I'd own
someday, old and stately yet simply a cape,.
set on a hill. She was well cared for, her
original moulding intact and new details
carefully added. Like the chimney built by
N.S., who no longer does masonry work,
and the wallpaper MJ and Sue had recently
put up in the kitchen. She had the old corner posts and crown moulding on her exterior, _details unknown today. She was a
beauty unto her self, yet all the memories
she held! I don't know of her origins, having been a recent addition to her family of
friends but I have many special memories of
times spent ir. the company always so
thoughtful and caring, of MJ and Sue. The
turkey dinner feasts, playing DYKE trivia
in front of the Christmas tree, eating ~bs
up to our elbows Baltimore style, Nancy
giving her rendition of how to fold fitted
sheets at the New Year's dinner table. I
mourn this loss of a beautiful friend. Yet I
know that what made this home so wonderful is the love that MJ and Sue share so
willingly with their friends. Though we
have to have our feasts at another house for
awhile, I am certain that love will continue
as we reach to comfort them in -their loss.
Loss, watching the belongings of two
lesbians spread in their front yard, reminds
me how vulnerable we are and how important it is that we care for each other. Having
faith in the face of loss, and breaking down
our barriers in order to form a supportive
community whole dealing with our own
personal issues, were the major themes of
Samuel Kirchner's two day workshop entitled " Coming Home to Yourself ". Samuel
is a student of healer Louise Hay and leads
healing circles fo NYC for PLW As and
friends. This was a very powerful workshop
for me. Through Samuel's gentle warmth
and his exercises and meditations I found
myself opening to a whole new love inside
me. My fear and distrust began to recede as I
allowed myself to touch the others in the
group. We built community on a very
personal and spiritual foundation. I carry
this special time with me and continue to
practice the-exercises. I thank Cameron for
encouraging me to attend and for organizing
the workshop. I -hope to begin a healing
circle up here in the near future. It's hard to
write about such a profound experience, except to encourage everyone to attend
Samuel's next Maine workshop and to
listen to the healing tapes by Louise Hay.
You can get a catalog by writing the Hay
House 3029 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica,
Calif. 90404.
Spiritual growth, healing and recovery

from addiction and abuse are major issues in
my community these days. k new group
has formed for lesbians in recovery. We are
alcoholics, food and drug addicts, adult children of alcoholics and dysfunctioal families,
and co-dependents. We meet to discuss how
these issues affect our lesbian lives. We
also meet to have fun, a new theme in the
lesbian community. To feel joy in who we
are and in each other is our birthright and I
feel a key to our liberation. May we each
take time for the little things that give us
pleasure and peace. That's the news from the
peninsula.
H ·
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The Gift That
Keeps on Giving
by Susan Reed
According to my father, who did not
grow up in the south , southern custom
offers an alternative to wishing people
" merry " or " happy" holidays . Instead ,
for example, they say "Christmas gift! ",
and he or she who says it first is entitled
to receive a gift from those, others who
didn't quite get it out as fast.
·
My most recent contributio_n to ~y
household has been the introduction of this
custom. For a while, the results were
amusing, but it's begun to get out of hand .
I think l brought this up to everyone a
little before Christmas, actually . Thus ,
they were primed for what gree~ed them
on the_morning of the actual holiday. As
they shuffled into the kitchen, to a ~oman
they sleepily said, "Merry Chnstmas,
Susan."
"Christmas gift!" I shot back, triumphantly. I nailed every one of them!
It went pretty well on New Year's, too ,
although my honey did "New-Year's-Evegift" me in the privacy of our own room,
out of everyone else' s earshot.
One particular housemate reacts with
such delicious indignation that , I confess ,
it's gone to my head. I have gotten her on.
everything! She hadn't fully recovered
from New Year' s when I hit her with "Full
Moon In Cancer gift" a few days later. I
kicked back for a while, teasing her into
a false sense of security, then zapped her
with "Dr. Martin Luther King's Birthday
gift,' ' followed by an instant replay on the
observation of his birthday. I let
February ' s full moon wane without m~ntion not wanting to seem a hog about this.
It w~s a close call , though , on Lincoln's
birthday..
.
.
.
She was waiting for me m the kitchen
when I came back from grocery shopping.
When I saw the mischief in her face , I
knew I had to act fast.
"Abraham, Abrahaw , Abra~Day!" she
stammered, while laughing uncontrollably
and flapping her arms in excitement, trying to get it out.

I am one of those people who is able,
somehow, to remain poised in a crisis , then
falls apart later, when it has passed.
"Abraham Lincoln' s Birthday gift," I intoned correctly and with appropriate digni- ;
ty and composure. I did not flap my _arms.
I left town right after that , gomg to
housesit for my friend , Phyllis. Sunday
morning , I called home .
" Hello?" beloved roomie' s voice
filled the phone.
" Valentine's Day gift! " I shouted victoriously, and hung up. She probably knew
who it was.
The next day I called from work and left
a message for her on the machine:
" Presidents' Day gift, dear one," followed
by hysterical laughter, until the final beep .
On Wednesday , I turned off Phyllis'
phone machine so that my housemate
couldn't put one over on me . I disguised
my voice whenever I answered the phone.
It was Ash Wednesday , and I had begun
to repent of my evil ways . Sort of.
I returned home from housesitting by the
weekend . On the following Monday , when
I went down to breakfast, the housemate
I have " gifted" so many times immediately started flailing her arms about and
shouting •'Aha! Aha!'' while the other one
present, ' our newest addition, fairly
shrieked , "Happy George Washington's
Birthday gift, Susan!"
"Aha!" bellowed the other one, convinced of vicarious victory.
"George Washington's Birthday gift ,
both of you! " said I, and then delivered
a brief but thorough impromptu peroration
on proper form, which counts , and improper form , which does not. (One does
not say " happy ." It just isn' t done .)
Things have been pretty quiet in March ,
· except for the time I tacked notes on the
phone message board that said "International Women's Day gift!" The postcards
I mailed to each of them did arrive on the
15th, as planned. "Ides of March gift!"
was the unsigned message to each . I heard
mutterings of rebellion after that, and so
yesterday I really held myself back, even
though I could have preemptively stmck
with " Founding of West Point Day gift! "
It turns out that I shouldn't hav1; been so
·
soft.
It all turned bleak for me this morning.
I was lying in bed, coasting between
wakefulness and sleep, when my honey
crawled under the covers , nibbled softly
on my ear and murmured in a low , husky
voice, "St. Patrick' s Day gift, Susan!"
"Oh, no!" I wailed , bolting out of bed
and heading for the shower. Before I got
there , however, I encountered a large sign
.
taped to my door .
"St. Patrick!s Day gift, Susan! " it said
in bold letters. Under that was the terse
statement, " Gotcha!" followed by the
names of the two cowards who put it there .
Just to make sure they got me, they
had put a duplicate blasphemy on the
refrigerator door.
Naturally , my day was ruined, and it
wasn' t even 8 a.m .

continued on page 14
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Symposium XV iiiiiioiiiiiiii_____.

GLA Announces
Visible '88

The 15th Annual Lesbian

Visible 88 is being organized by the
Gay Lesbian Alliance at the University of
Southern Maine in Gorham over Memorial Day Weekend . Symposium XV
activities start Friday evening May 27
and wind up Monday morning, May 30.
So clear your calendars. We're working
to make this year's event one of the best
ever.
Symposium XV will include speeches
on Saturday morning by Eric Rofes and
Sunday evening by Sue Hyde. Eric Rofes
is the executive direc:tor of the Los
Angeles Gay and Lesbian Community
Services Center. He has an i".lcredible
background as an activist, author, teacher, and youth advocate. A former codirector of the Fayer weather Street
School in Cambridge, Massachusetts,
Rofes founded and became chair of the
Boston Lesbian and Gay Political Alliance. He served on the Committee for
Youth and Children; and as a member. of
the state delegation to 1lhe White House
Conference of the Famiily.
Rpfes' I Thought People Like That
Killed Themselves-Le·sbian, Gay Men
and Suicide, a study of suicide in the gay
community, was published in 1983. His
published works also include The Kids
Book of Divorce, as well as one on parents and one on death and dying. His
latest book is Socrates, Plato and Guys
like Me: Confessions of a Gay School
Teacher.
Sue Hyde is the director of the National
Lesbian and Gay Task Force's Privacy
Project in Washington, D.C. The goal of
the project is to elimina1te sodomy laws in
the 25 states still criminalizing gay and
lesbian sexual activity. Hyde has demonstrated impressive political experience as
a member and spokesperson of Boston's
Gay and Lesbian Defense Committee, a
statewide organization committed to rescinding Gov. Michael Dukakis' foster
care placement policy which virtually
prohibits gay men arnd lesbians from
becoming foster parernts in Massachusetts. She was a spokesperson for the
Cambridge Feminist Anti-Censorship
Task Force which successfully opposed a
citizen-initiated anti-pornography referendum in Cambridge. She has also served
as news editor for Gay Community News.
The Symposium will offer 20 workshops with such topics as: long-term relationships; gay/lesbian history; aging;
gay/lesbian sex; leadership training; gay
men and lesbians working together; grieving; and Maine ACT-UP .. Two panel
presentations are also being plannedon Saturday, AIDS Politics in Maine,
and on Sunday, Gay and Lesbian Youth
of OUTRIGHT.
Ongoing throughout the weekend will
be a series of gay and lesbian videos,
including Maurice.
On Saturday night, Gorham will be
jitterbugging to the sounds of Boston's
Premiere Lesbian and Gay Swing Band
"Cheek to Cheek." Wear your taffeta or
tails and come early (8 p.m.) to learn all
the right moves to the classic 30's ~nd 40's
tunes. Let down your hair and loosen

...
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Keynote speakers Sue Hyde, frc·.n the
National Gay and Lesbian Task Force,
and Eric Rofes, from the Gay and Lesbian
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those ties, because after 11 p.m. we'll
move to a disco beat with favorite records
spinning until I a.m.
On Sunday night, brave and talented
souls are invited to perform at a special
Symposium Cabaret. We want folks from
all around the state to participate, so get
out your guitars, wigs, poodles, or whatever and show everyone what a talented
and / or brave individual or group you
really are.
It's important to us to bring the gay
and lesbian community in Maine a great
Symposium while keeping the costs down.
However, expenses have kept increasing
for this year's Symposium, forcing the
GLA to make some changes in the preregistration and registration procedures.
Because of billing constraints at the University, we ask that everyone pre-register
by May 10 or as soon as possible. If we do
not receive your pre-registration, or if
you wait until Symposium to register, the
fee will be $25.00, and room and board
cannot be guaranteed. Sorry. So please
mail in your pre-registration fee of$15.00
(more if you can), along with your payment for room/ board, as close to May 10
as possible. Send to: GLA-Symposium
XV, 92 Bedford St. , Portland, Maine
04103.
The GLA staff would like to thank
everyone involved in the planning of the
Symposium and everyone around the
state and in Canada for attending each
year to make this annual event so strong.

....
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Ucenced Massage Therapist

FOR HELP WllH
Relaxation, Muscular Pain, Stress Reduction, Energi,,
Balancing
Kimball Health Center
333 Uncoln St.

Saco, Mf. 04072

for Appointment Coll
282-4633
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Saturday, May 28
8:00 a .m.
9:00 a .m.
10:30 a .m. - 12:00 p.m.
12:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.
2:00 p.m.
3:00 p.m .
6:00 p.m.
8:00 p.m.
Ongoing

Breakfast, l
Welcome a1
WORKSH
LUNCHTI
Gather for
Pride Marc
Dinner in (
Swing Dan
"Films

Sunday, May 29
8:00 a.m.
9 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
11 :00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
12:30 p.m.
1:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.
3:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
9:00 p.m.

Breakfast
WORKSH
WORKSH
Lunch
PANELWORKSH
Dinner
Evening A,
Cabaret

Continenti
Check-out
Closing Pl,

-

· Community Services Center in Los Angeles, are scheduled to appear at thie
Fifteenth Lesbian and Gay Symposium to
.

c.Alternatlve vacatio11. camp

HCR 35

Registratio1
Cheese and
Banner and

10:00 a.m.

~~~~~~~~~~~~---~

camping, cabins, boats, meals

Friday, May 27
6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
Ongoing

Monday, May 30
9:00 a.m.

!CJJJueberry Cove . !
~

Visil

be held on the Gorham campus of the
University ofSoutheni Maine, May 27th,
28th and 29th.

Katherine Lyon, L.C.S.W.
Teresa K. fortier, A.C.S.W., L.C.S.W.
211 Water St., Gardiner
582-5713
Personal, Family and Relationship Counseling
with sensitivity to the stresses and concerns of
being gay and lesbian in a straight world.

~~
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-------------------I PRE-REGISTRATION FORM
•

md Gay Men's Symposium

I

I
I
I

I MAY 27-30, 1988
I

I
I

I
I
I
I

I
I
I
I

I SYMPOSIUM XV

:racker Social
,ign making, films

I

H~sted by the Gay/Lesbian Alliance

:tte Registration
i Speaker, Eric Rofes
,p PERIOD I
rn PANEL - AIDS Politics in Maine
ride March in -Portland
in Portland; Gorham Events TBA
lrham
e - featuring "Cheek to Cheek"

II

At the University of Southern Maine -Gorham
Name

•

MaHing Address

II

Town/State/Zip
Male-Female

. Telephone

I Housing
I Requests must be received by May 10. Cost will be SS per night per
I person. double occupancy. You must bring your own bed linens and
I towels.
I I WILL NEED HOUSING

IP PERIOD 2
IP PERIOD3

~esbian and Gay Youth of OUTRIGHT
)P PERIOD4

I

I
I
I
I
I
I

iress, Sue Hyde

Breakfast

1ary

1987 Portland Pride March

I
I

D Friday night

D Smoking

D Saturday night

O Non-smoking

I
I
I
I
I

I

I
I
I
I
I
I

D Sunday night

D Wheelchair accessibility

o

Interpretation for hearing-impaired
Other-----------------

Child Care
Number of children
Theirages - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

I D Friday
D Sunday
I D Saturday D Monday
I
I Meal Plan
I Includes breakfasts Saturday, Sunday and Monday. Saturday and
I Sunday lunch and dinner. Price for all meals is S20.
I D Yes, I want meal plan
I D Vegetarian
I
Special dietary needs

Coming Out For Change in Maine '88
by Michael Rossetti
As a complement to Symposium, a Pride March will be held in
Portland on Saturday, May 28. At this
writing, we will have a permit to
march down Congress Street from City
Hall Plaz.a, ending up in Deering Oaks.
It will be a street march. We expect
some 300-plus people, a lesbian and
gay marching band, our traditional
lavender balloon release and a rally at
the end of the march. The march will begin at 3 p.m.
To go to Boston's march, or
maybe even New York's, is great fun.
It's liberating. To attend a march or
Symposium in Maine, however, if
more meaningful on a personal level. It
is a beacon to gay men and lesbians ·
isolated by geographic and social
obstacles, a reassurance to parents of
lesbian and gay children.
The stories of ,those who cam
out to Portland last June are overwhelmingly upbeat. Consider being

visible this year on Saturday, May 28.
Volunte~rs are needed to help
with the march, as peacekeepers or
marshals. Interested people may sign
up at Symposium. Little training is
required. People are also needed to help
at the Pride BBQ at Two Lights State
Park on Monday, May 30. Information
on the Pride events may be had by
calling 883-6934, 24 hours a day, or at
Symposium.

II
••

I
I
I
I
I
I
I

I Registration Fee
I
I Includes all workshops, speakers, film, clance, and Sunday night
I cabaret.
D Registration fee SIS (more if you can}
I D Seniors and students SJO
I I request work exchange in lieu of the registration fee. (Requests for work
I exchange should be made as soon as possible.}
·
I REGISTRATION THE WEEKEND OF SYMPOSIUM IS S25.00

I ·
I
I
I
I

:

:

AMOUNT ENCLOSED

I MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO GlA-SYMPOSIUM xv
I MAIL FORM AND PAYMENT BY MAY 10 TO:
I ::POSIUM xv
I 92 BEDFORD STREET
I ..PORTlAND, MAINE 04103
Questions? Call us at 78()-4085.

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

--------------------

AIDS-Line-1-800-851-AIDS .

GLAD·DAYnl

BOOKSHOP.
LESBIAN & GAY LITERATURE
673 BOYLSIDN STREET, BOSIDN, MA. 02116 (617) 267-3010

Mon-Sat: 9:30AM-11PM

Sun: 12-9PM
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Zane Blair: Believing.in the P~wer of Unconditional Love
by Brenda Buchanan
Periodically, a nun stops by Zane Blair's
home to talk about unconditional love.
During their dicussions, he is the teacher ,
she is the pupil.
.
There's a priest who comes around too .
Like the nun , when he met Blair at an
AIDS conference last fall, he saw the opportunity to learn more about the disease
and the people who are living with it. Blair
doesn' t think it' s odd that tlie nun and the
priest have befriended him . He 's spent a
lot of time thinking about big issues since
his AIDS diagnosis last spring, he said,
and that makes him an attractive friend to
people interested in exploring spirituality,
and especially their capacity for openhearted love of themselves and others.
The nun and the priest, 30-year-old Blair·
said, are like several other people in his
life. "They see I've reached a certain time
in life most people don ' t reach until much
later," he said .
Since his diagnosis , he 's had to come to_
terms with the reality of his illness , a process made easier by hi1s long-practiced
beliefs in the usefulness of accepting the
lessons life puts in one's path. He
acknowledges his physical pain , but
doesn't dwell on it. H!! realizes he'll die
younger than most people, but doesn't
obsess about it.
"I don't allow my time to be centered
on that," he said. "I have to accept it. I
can't buy it away and I can't give it away.
I choose to deal with it positively and not
make it a big issue."
He believes the key to living positively
is to be aware of the stressors in one's life.
It's important to figure out how to
eliminate that stress, either by sidestepping it or dealing in a loving way with
its root. This prescription goes for
everyone, he said , not onily PWAs or people with other life-threaitening illnesses .
Last June, the Maine Health Foundation ·
sent Blair to a weekend conference in New
Jersey to learn about the impact of stress
on the immune system. He thought he was
fairly well-educated about the topic before
he went, but came to realize how much
more there was to learn.

i.

I

I

I

''It was like a book with pictures and words ," he said. "Before I went I'd really only looked at the pict11res. When I was
there, I read the words.''
Since then he has focused even more intently on being aware of his stress level.
He tries to make every day a centered one.
It's his responsibility , he: said, to take an
active part in the maintenance of his health .
''The doctor has one part, and we have
another ," he said.
Blair does not pretend it's easy to follow
through on the ideal of living centered
from moment to moment. One recent day ,.
his body was aching constantly and every
few minutes sharp pain shot through his
joints . At the same time, he was trying to
deal with a federal bureaucracy that had
cut his monthly disability benefit to $17 a
month because he'd had too much income
the previous month . That ,extra income was
a lump sum of back benefits the government had owed him , and the illogic of
penalizing him for accepting what he
should have been given months before was
lost on the government.
Despite it all, Blair was calm.
" It's the government and I'm powerless ," he said . "A lot of it is acceptance
of what is . When you accept things , life
just goes so much easieir. ''
Blair said he' s had an easy-going attitude
all of his life. He grew up in New
Brunswick, knowing he was gay from the
time he was a young boy . He studied to
be a geological technician so he could work

page 10
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Zane Blair Relaxes at Home

in the oil fields of Western Canada, but the
industry was depressed by the time he was
ready to go to work so he found jobs other
places . In 1982 he moved to Portland, a
move that put him in the same state as his
mother, with whom he is close. He
trained to be a dental laboratory technician,
and worked in that field for two years, then
studied social welfare and psychology at
the University of Southern Maine for two
more ~ He moved to San Francisco after
that, but . returned to Portland after six
months or so.

Blair lives alone in a cozy apartment
decorated with an incredible collection of
Marilyn Monroe photographs , a number
of carefully-nurtured plants and a Jarg1:!
music collection. He is disabled to the extent that he cannot work, but leads a busy
life nonetheless. He is a board member ~f
The AIDS Project and participates in all
board activities. He also attends two PW A
support group meetings at TAP each wee .
Whenhe'i at home he spends a' lot of
time preparing the manuscript for a book,
he' d like to publish. He's written poetry ,

Excuse me,
061787
Do you have time that I might share with you ,
Just a part of your time,
Just a part of my life.
Eagerly I strived to be just so and if at any point
I convince you
I smile in my progress,
Ease myself with comfort from your smile,
But what if I have a tear?
Sometimes it is hard to Jet go of a tear,
The breeding of an ego,
Moments show me of when I over did .
It's hard of not letting go the desire of human kindness ,
A day when everyone i meet are kind
I would have the desire to say friend
and I would have the desire to hug you friend
and in knowing you,
I would show you who I am.
You are one of many that I have had the pleasure of knowing
I can say I love you ·
I can say I would care for you
I can say I would miss you.
A day will come when your heart will say,
I love you
and I will accept in comfort ,
then I have no worry when I sleep.

prose and short stories for years , and is
busy typing up his favorite pieces from a
pile of notebooks filled with handwritten
entries.
Blair has been doing some public speaking recently, and he hopes to do more.
During those speaking engagements, he
said he tries to impart few truths he has
come to believe. They relate to unconditiQ!lal love, the concept he believes is
central to life. His message is that such
love must start with oneself.
"Most people say 'l_can, I do , love unconditionally,' " he said. "But do they do
it to themselves?"

[W'<:x}

presents

:p,..c~,,a ..... :

*omar Ricardo and His Many Many Women
*Manhattan rower
June 3,4 and 5

Bpm

·. O.

Zane Blair

Portland Performing Arts Center
25A Forest Ave. Portland

law for people

tickets:$10 in advance
$12 at the door
Box Office: 774-0465
sponsored ,by,

Amaryllis

George Miaoulis

MTM/ Models Talent Management

Main St.

Searsport, Maine 04974

(Law Offices located behind Jan:t & Cohn)

548-6689
548-2929

• Funraiser PARTy at ZOOTZ- May
calf 797-8985

I

I

!

-1
I

lilliJ liJ liJ li1 liflil liJ liJ liJ liJ liJ Iii Iii Iii Iii Iii Iii Iii Iii Iii Iii Iii Iii Iii lil M

AIDS

. liJ

6 Pine Street, Portland 04102, 207-772-9244

(jJ
(jJ

· Ii)

.

(jJ
Ii)

OPEN DAILY: 4:00 p.m.-1 :00 a.m.
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After Work Special Hours: 4:00 p.m.-8:00
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SUNDAY BRUNCH BUFFET
All You Can Eat $6.95
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& Mimosas
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SUNDAY BEER BLAST and MOVIE NIGHT
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2 shows - Free Admission, 4 & B p.m.
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"The Divine Film Festival" .
Sun. May 1st: Pink Flamingos
Sun. May 8th: Polyester
Sun. May 15th: Female Trouble
Sun. May 28th: Lust in the Dust
Sat. May 28th: "Divine Theme Party"
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Prizes to all Divine Look-Alikes & those in Beehive Wigs
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See bar poster for more details
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Publishing Industry Unites Around Free
AIDS Action Book
"The book industry has never before contributed money and services to provide a
free book to the public,'' said Alyson. ''To
be honest, there were some at first who
thought the idea was crazy. But once it
started catching on , the support became
phenomenal.''
The book will have a massive first
printing of 325 ,000., and already , says
· Alyson , a second printing is being scheduled . It has received financial support from
most major publishers , including Harper
& Row, the Bantam/Doubleday/Dell
group, and Random House . Paper, printing , distribution, and publicity are all being donated. The Boo~-of-the-Month Club
will offer the book free to members this
summer, and it will be given away in June
by most bookstores.

I

Sat. May 7th: HAWAIIAN NIGHT PARTY

li]

In an unprecedented cooperative effort,
the publishing industry has joined together
to make a free AIDS book available to con. sumers this June .
The book, titled You Can Do Something
About AIDS, contains forty-five short
chapters, each outlining specific ways that
individuals can help in the fight against
AIDS .
Every chapter has been contributed by
a different person : the writers range from
local AIDS activists to nationally known
figures. Portland writer John Preston is
among the contributors. Others who have
contributed chapters include Whoopi
Goldberg, Elizabeth Taylor, Abigail Van
Buren, Jody Powell , and Greg Louganis .·
Sasha Alyson , head of Alyson Publications , has donated most of his time for the
past nine months to coordinate the project.
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Raffle - Cash Prizes Special Door Prizes Gift Certificates
Frozen Drink Specials & More
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Receive $1.00 off coupon for any
well or domestic beer for those wearing
Hawaiian attire at the door.

Ii)

Ii]

Ii)

liJ
liJ
lil
liJ

:···········································: Ii)
: $1.00
BLACKSTONE'S
: liJ
: COUPON
:. Iii ··
:
Good for $1.00 off any well, domestic or draft beer
:
(jJ

'm1 · e

e

OUR PAPER Monday-Friday.
MAY 1988

e
e

HAPPY HOUR ONLY
4-8 PM

I .:...............................•............:
l!!J

l!!J
•
.
•
..
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
liJ : $1.00
BLACKSTONE'S
:
li1 : COUPON .
:

!. •
1!!J

'm1

:

•

OUR PAPER
MAY 1988

Good for $1 .00 off any FROZEN well drink for the
May 7th "BLACKSTONE'S HAWAIIAN PARTY"
10:00 PM till closing
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•
CAfll ALWAYS
N AIIIRICAN l'OOD
•
CloSed Monday.
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Judith Lippa, MSW
Lie. Clinical Social Worker

Counseling

&
Psychotherapy
•
•
•
•

Individuals
Couples
Families
Groups

RULES
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Dinner From 5-10 PM

A Reservations Accepted. A

47 Middle Street, Portland n4-9399.

Suite 423
142 High Street
Portland, ME 04101

(207) 773-1235
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Photographer Seeks to Engage Viewers

DESIRE

Soothe my never ending pains
Lie across my bleeding veins .
Gouge me from my fierce desire
Join me in my searing fire .
Extricate my wants and wishes
Shatter all like broken dishes.
Steal from me my inside self
Leave denial on the shelf.
Love so strong that in the end
Our love and ecstacy will blend .
Ms. Rae Harkins

Tide
Back and forth
across the bed we roll
unconsciously trading the attitudes of sleep.
Now I'm on my side
you on your back
and an hour later
vice versa.
All through the night we roll in time lapse
as if our bodies were streaming with sand and water
our hair alive with starfish and periwinkle.
Brian Crabtree
January 1988

DISCOVERY
More than anything I have ever long~d for in my life, I wish that
I could tell her how I feel tonight . As I write this, I am alone;
her memory lingers, and I am afraid.

I saw her today , spoke with her, but could not look too closely I knew my eyes would betray my heart as they have so often before.
There have been many times like this since I first made her aquaintance . .I want to reach out to her, touch her, but words fail me , and
I cannot adequately express myself to her ... the moment slips away .. .
Slips away to return later, to haunt me , to disturb my sleep and
invade my dreams .
This night, as on countless others, I lay awake in the darkness,
searching for answers , tormented, wrestling with my demons of discovery.
I am discovering . . .
Discovering that l[ am a woman - complex, wonderful, insecure, and
mysterious.
Confusion often grips me, and I find I cannot comprehend these
changes that I feel. . .I truly desire to know all that I am, but fear ·
of pain keeps me from the truth ...
She, too, a woman ...
Older than I but by a few years, infinitely wiser, agg!essively
aware of and accepting of her womanhood.
Years spent I looking for my identity, but in her eyes I see the
reflection of the person who has been there all along, patiently
awaiting discovery and acceptance.
But when I see my reflection, I become unsure as to what to do about it.
She,. whom I see, whom I speak with, who is familiar to me yet so
much a stranger;
She, who frightens me, who silently encourages growth , who confuses me;
She, whom I needl. . .
She has a iover, and it is not I to whom she turns in the darkness
for passion or solace; it is another. This does not anger or threaten me- - it is merely something of which I am aware.
There are times when our glances meet across a room filled with
dozens of people ....a silent flirtation and message exchanges between us; we are aware. Then it passes, she is no longer there , and
I wonder if it was real.
Later, we speak, we say words that do not indicate or recognize
that we share a common secret.. .
But if I dare steal a look into her eyes, a trace still remains ;
So, I must tum avvay , pretend to ignore ) t , but the memory lingers
deep into my dreams tonight ...
And I am afraid;
1
For I know that tomorrow I will see her again , and that I may be
confronted with more discoveries in becoming ...
The woman that I am .
JAz
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Exhibit Opens In
Portland
by Barbara Leclerc
One of the greater disappointments an
artist endures is an unmoved audience. ·
Even a negative reaction to an artist's work
is welcome because it indicates that s/he
has engaged the viewer. Viewer response
is evidence that the artist has communicated through his or her medium.
In his photography , Keith Ostertag not
only seeks to engage viewers but also to
achieve a balance of artifice and candidness , a balance between the. artificial
poses and setting~ he arranges for his
human subjects and the genuine personalities that emerge and permeate thc.m .
To Ostertag , an unsuccessful photograph
is one in which he either imposes his ideas
too strongly on his subjects and thereby

Stained Class

stifles their contnbutions, or does not impose them strongly enough and fails to provide his own contrj bution . A photograph
that "works, " therefore , is one in which
the viewer has an opportunity to catch a
glimpse of both the artist's and the subject's psyches.
A series of photographs by Keith Ostertag went on display , along with photographs by Joe Muir, at Green Mountain
Coffee Roasters, beginning April 23rd.
The subject of Ostertag's photography is
coupled relationships; all are images of
couples in their homes. His earlier work
deals with loss in human relationships. An
engaged viewer, though never neutral , will
be able to sense this prominent theme . In
contrast, his recent work concentrates on
joy and reflects Ostertag's own personal
process. Ostertag' s subjects have been
primarily heterosexual couples. However ,
he is interested in beginning a series of gay
and lesbian couple~ and welcomes inquiries . Please address those inquiries to
Ostertag: care of Our Paper.

Malcolm M. Mailloux

1976

PHOENIX s-rvDIO, INC.
235 Con ress Street · ·Portland. Maine 04i01 · 774-4154

BELLVILLE
COUNSELING
ASSOCIATES

Is pleased to announce new therapy groups forming
at our Portland office:
• Group for gay men anxious about AIDS
• Group for gay men who are adult children of alcoholics
• Coming our group for gay men
Insurance accepted
For Further Information call:
(207) 729-8727

BAGLSC Plans Charlie Howard Day
The Bangor Area Gay/Lesbian/Straight
Coalition has been very busy planning the
annual Charlie Howard Memorial Day .
The events are set to begin on Saturday,
July 9th with a get-together dance spon. sored by BAGLSC . The Charlie Howard
memorial service will be held on Sunday ,
July 10th and begin at approximately 10:00
a.m. The service will be followed by a
peaceful march through the city of Bangor,
a keynote speaker, and other activities at
the park. Please see the June issue of Our
Paper for more detailed information about
the places and times of scheduled events.
Also , on Thursday ; July 7th, there will be
a local, commemorative candlelight march

in Charlie's honor. Please feel free to join
us for this event as well .
The final BAGLSC dance of the spring
season will be held on May 7th at the
Bangor Community College on Texas
Avenue in Bangor. The dance begins at
9:00 p.m. and continues until 1:00 a.m.
Admission is $5.00 per person . Come join
us for an evening of fun and festivity.
Don't forget to mark your calendar for
the Charlie Howard Day events July 9th
& 10th . Join us in remembering and
celebrating our brothers and sisters who
have been hurt or killed because of the way
they chose to live and love.
Hope to see you there!

Chiltern Celebrates Tenth
Chiltern Mountain Club is one of the .
oldest and largest gay and lesbian
recreational clubs in the country. It's also
about to celebrate is 10th anniversay with a
tJu:ee day Jamboree in southern New Hampshire. The club, now over 1,000 members
strong, has scheduled beginner level events
in bicycling, hiking, and canoeing for
Saturday, May 20. On Sunday the 21st of
May, a day of impromptu events for the
more itdvanced outdoors persons will help to
round out the varied skill levels of the
membership. Throughout the weekend
informal softball and volleyball games are
on with moonlight canoeing, stargazing,
and pot-luck gatherings. The Jamboree will
pe held at Field'n Forest, in Hancock

Center, N.H, a 130 acre recreational site reserved exclusively for Chiltern for the
weekend
~hiltern now has a membership in
Mame of about 130, with about a simillai
number in New Hampshire. Consistent
with the rest of New England, Maine and
New Hampshire have a 25% female members~ip. Although the Club is definitely
dommated by the Boston community, easily
half the club's events occur in Maine or the
White Mountains. To recieve information on
attending the Jamboree, you may call the
Southwestern Maine Bulletin Board number,883-6934, or write for a complimentary
newsletter to Chiltern Mountain Club, PO
Box 407-0, Boston, Mass 02117.

$1,000.0·0

Gay Alumni

The BEST BODIES CONTEST
·Male -& Female

Gro_ups _Forming

The Underground will award $500.00 to the best
male and female bodies, ·chosen by you tbe public
during the month Of April.
Every Sunday for 4 weeks beginning, Sunday,
April 10th and ending Sunday, May 8th you will
choose the best bodies to win a total of $1,000.00
1) A minimum of 4 contestants in male and, or female
categories must be chosen to award prizes in this category.
2) Entrants must be 21 years of age.
3) All state and local ordinances are .applicable.

Boston University
The
Boston
University
Lesbian/Gay Alliance is forming an
alumni group to offer BU's Gay
alums an alternative to the regular
alumni association. Presently, the
Alliance is gathering names for a
mailing list (strictly confidential).
The group is planning alumni events
commencing next fall. You can join
the group by writing to: Boston
University Lesbian/Gay Alliance, ·
George Sherman Union Student ·
Center #7, 775 Commonwealth Ave.,
Boston, MA 02215

Occidental ColleKe
Gay and Lesbian Alumni (GALA)
of Occidental College are seeking
other Oxy lesbian and gay alumni. _
Keith Malone, president of the
organization says, "GALA Alumni
offers lesbians and gay alumni,
faculty and friends the opportunity to
meet other alumni as well as support
'Oxy' in an affirming environment."
For more information write: Gay and
Lesbian Alumni of Occidental
College, PO Box 852, Temple City,
California 91780, or call 213-2568249

Sunday, May 8th: .Mother's Day Party
May 13, 14 .& 1-5: Defflocratic State.Convention....;..
Welcome Delegates and Alternates
May 29th: Debra Spinning
· --- ··-

Sharon Serving

---

DOUBLE BEER BASH
PARTY All Weekend:
Sunday, May 29th and
Monday, May 30th.

OUR PA.PER
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GM, 49, seeks responsible person to share
2 bedroom condominium near Congress
Square. Non-snoker prefen~. Your share
$350. Call 775-4030 momi111gs

Room for Rent in my three bedroom apart- ·
ment. GWM , 20 to 35, who is working or '
has income. Rent $45 a week. Call
783-6607, 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Ask for Jim.

GWM 34, Looking for a new home within
15 miles of Portland. Responsible, nonsmoker, quiet, neat, consideirate. Willing to
consider any living situation, but "life in
the fast lane". Call David 774-2461

Wildwood Inn. Friendly, five room, inn
inexpensive specializing in making you
feel welcome. Antiques, quilts , wonderful wrap-around porch, tempting Nic_araguan hammock! Two ~cres, wo?ds,_n~er.
Free swimming, canoemg, tenrus, hiking.
Yummy breakfasts. 30 minutes Amherst,
45 Northampton, 90 Boston. Brochure.
Ware, MA 01082. (413) 967-7798. Be
spoiled!

PROFFESSIONAL GM, 26, looking for
responsible roommate to localte/share one of ,
those nice apartments in an adult
community in Lewiston/ Au'bum area. Call
after 5 p.m. 783-9415, Mark.

The rate for classifieds is $4 for
30 words, 10¢ for each additional
word. For personals add $2 for
handling. All ads must be prepaid.
Mail ads to Our Paper, P.O. Box
10744, Portland, ME 04104. We
ask that you not use sexually
explicit language in your personals. Responses to personals
will not be opened by Our Paper
and will be forwarded to you
twice monthly.

Friendly bisexual male seeks married couples and others interested in exploring alternative lifestyles and small group encounters. I'm in my mid 30's, art educated, tall
and slim. I would like to meet other people
open to new adventures and mutual support,
so please write if you want. to share your
life with intimacy and warmth. Write advertiser #49, c/o Our Paper, PO Box 10744,
Portland, Me 04104

~

-

I

Dexter Tole House

'HJ. rJJlan~ ~nn

226 Sprinl( St., Dexter
924-3603 Gifts

~

Ir - -

._

P.O. Box 118
.
Valley View Lane
Bethlehem, NH 05574
_ _(605) ~59?8

1 1•

·

Cruh• & Lt·••on• Mon.-Su1. 10-6
l'olt• ,V. Ut•1·or111ivl.' l'uintini: Supplic

•

-

.

Come.Join

us at

PAPA.JOE's·
·80 Water Street ··
-Augu.sta., Maine
· 207-623~4041

NOW OPEN
TUE~;DAY-SATURDAY: 7-1 ·
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continued from page 7

I ate listlessly, pushing the raisins in my
granola around with my .spoon. I let my
tea grow tepid , then cold. (Yuk!) The real
measure of how low I was feeling is that
I decided to clean my room to cheer up.
While cleaning, I turned my radio on to
a station that features 60' s rock and tried
to lose rn"yself in the past. I twisted a little
(like we did last summer) and put my laundry away. As the last sock went into the
drawer, I heard the D.J. start one of those
contests they do on the radio: "Here it is,
our St. Patrick's Day question! What is the
nickname of Notre Dame University's
football team? Again, what is the nickname
of Notre Dame University's football team?
W:~'ll take the fourth caller."
/ .. Anybody knows that," I thought.
,Given what I was doing , any distraction
I was welcome, so I reached for the phone
and dialed . It rang, and rang. Finally, there
came the ear-splitting screech that introdutes the operator who gives condolences that one has neglected to dial a
"l" and so she cannot complete the call
as dialed.
"Is this really worth a long-distance
call?" I asked myself, but I dialed again .
This time, the line was busy.
"Rats!" I said, and a wave of self-doubt
engulfed me . I was using a rotary dial
phone. I knew I was against all those people who have an automatic redial feature
on their high-tech phones. " What's
the use? " I continued , "I never win
anything."
Then , it was as if the sun had broken
through the clouds and the old TV Superman theme that used to play when Clark
Kent went into a phone booth unbuttoning
his shirt went
duhhhh
through my mind :
duh
"duh
duhhhh
duh
dlih
duh,
duh ... ·
" Ha! " I said, beginning to redial. " Sh,e
said they are taking the fourth caller. Four
is My Lucky Number!"
"Hello, Caller Number Four!" the announcer said in hearty ,· oily tones . She
sounded just like she did on the radio.
"Hello!" I responded , with equal heartiness . (I can talk that way too! I used to
sell car parts. Everyone in that business
talks like that.)
She rattled on·with studied enthusiasm
for a while, and my mind began to wander .
I felt very calm, very cool.
" ... football team?" she queried .
I realized she had sprung the question
on me.
Paralleling her intonation patterns, I
answered " Why , the Fighting Irish!"
grateful in the moment for the countless
hours in my childhood spent watching my
parents watch sports on TV.
"That's right! You are our winner! Congratulations to listener, Susan Reed!" she
, crowed in a businesslike manner, kinda
like Jolly John . Then she told me what I
have won: Dinner for two at any Pizza Hut
in the state of Maine! Two personal-size
pan pizzas, two salad bar trips , and two
medium-size soft drinks .
I was brought up to not look a gift horse
in the mouth. You act polite, and deal with
it later. And so, even though at this point
in my dietary life I do not eat any of those
things , I said, "Great!" I thought it was
real friendly of her to give it to me.
Then she got a little chatty and asked
if I was Irish. I said no , but I was
sympathetic.
She got my name and address and then
launched into some more annotmcer-ese
that kind of got away from me . Suddenly ,
I noticed we were in the middle of a pause ,
and I had no idea how we got there. · She
seemed to be waiting for me to say

something.
Being brought up right, of course, I
hopeful, said, "Well, thank you very
much!"
Coolly she said, "What I asked was,
what's Maine's number one FM station?"
CAUGHT!!! !
"I knew it, I knew it, I knew it!" I
lamented to myself. "I never win anything!" I saw my two personal-size pan
pizzas , my two salad bar trips, and my two
medium-size soft drinks slipping away. ''I
was just putting my laundry away, I told
her the Fighting Irish, and now she wants
to know what's Maine's number one FM
station? It isn't fair!" I whined to myself.
"Why, the one, I'm listening to," I said
gamely, brightly, confidently. I said it the
way I might have said "Yello! I need a pair
of muffler bearings, yesterday!" in the
auto parts business.
··
She muttered something that I didn't
catch and said that we'd have to do it all
over, starting with " Hello , Caller Number
Four!" Pointedly , she instructed me on the
call letters of the station.
Well, that was fine with me, if it was
going to save me my prize. I did notice,
however, that she wasn't nearly as friendly and chatty as she had been before. In
fact, she just did the bare bones of the ·
thing , and then told me she'd mail me my
prize.
Now , I have given this whole experience
some thought, as you can imagine. I started
the day out a loser and before noon I had
become a real winner. I have plumbed the
depths with this thing , and soared to the
heights . But, h~re I am in victory, bearing a prize which I cannot use .
So, I have decided to give the prize to the two rotters who taped that "St.
Patrick's Day gift!" sign on my door. In
the past I have hinted around that the growing focus on the competition has drawn attention away from the second part of the
process - the paying up part, and wasn' t
it time to start honoring those debts before
getting too far in arrears?
One of them reminded me she had once
given me seven almonds, and the other
managed to recall a microwaved chicken
wing that had migra}ed from her plate to
m~.
.
.
I say it is not enough, I say, if you want
to play, you've got to pay! In giving my
prize to these two roomies, I ho~ to shaine
them into paying up.
I'm giving them a chance. As I said, I
let the Establishment of West Point Day
slide by without a murmur. I'm holding
myself in check, even though I know they
are plotting behind my back.
- The way I figure it, when they begin to
pay off, I won't have to buy any groceries
for .three or four months .
And if they don' t? I'll just do what my
Dad always did . I'll just start a new game.
Perhaps Name that College Team Nickname . I'm pretty good at that.
In-the meantime, there.is one thought I'd
like to leave you all with: May Day Gift,
folks!
GOTCHA! !!

· AIDS Bill
continued from page 3
testing policies for the case of "terminally"
irrational fear that they are. Fear is best addressed by acknowledging it's presence and
moving on in a process of revealing it;s
layers. Legislatively, I suggest the committee's attentions would be better focused
on the court of compassionate, informed rationality. There is where the ball lies. The
game may be tough, but the play is theirs
and the world would welcome a courageous,
bold and strategic swat in the fight against
fear, prejudice and AIDS.
Thank you very much for your time,
service and dedication.

L-------------LESBIGAYNETWORK-------=--------~
The AIDS Project
48 Deering St.
Portland, Me. 0.:101
AIDS-Line
775-1267 and 1~1-AIDS
Mon. & Wed. 6-9 p.m, Sat. 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
AIDS Action of Central Maine
P.O. Box 3113
Lewiston, Me. 04240
AIDS Hotline 782-,6113
Bangor Area Gay/Lesbian/Straight Coalition
(BAGLSC)
c/o 87 Sunset Strip
Brwer, Me. 04412
Bates Gay/Lesbian/Straight Alliance
·Box 569
Bates College
Lewiston, ME 04240

Feminist Spiritual Community
9 Deering St.
P.O. Box 3771
Portland, Me. 04104
7]3-2294

Lesbian/Gay Committee
Me. Chapter Nat'l. Assoc. of Social
·
Workers
P.O. Box 5112, Station A
Portland, Me. 04101

Fredericton Lesblans and Gays
Box 1556, Station A
· Fredericton, New Brunswick, Canada

·Malne~Bisexual People's Network
P,O. Box 1792
Portland, Me. 04104
780-4085 (m~es)

Gay in the 1"1e.-, .mat Valley
(617) 452-4686 (Dave)
GLM (Gals et Lesblennes de Moncton)
C.P. 7102
Riverview, N.B., Canada
Gay/Lesbian Alcoholics Anonymous
. c/o First Parish Unitarian Church
425 Congress St.
Portland 04101

Bowdoin Gay /Lesbian/Straight Alliance
Bowdoin College
Brunswick, Me. 04011
Chiltern Mountain Club
P.O. Box 407
Boston, Mass. 02117
207-883-6934
Colby College Bisexual, Lesbian
and Gay Community
c/o Student Activities Office
Student Center, Colby College
Waterville, ME 04901
DEAN (Down East AIDS Network)
P.O.Box 779
Blue Hill, ME 04614
DELGO
Unitarian Church
126 Union St.
Bangor, Me. 04401
Tel: 942-6503
Dignity/Maine
P.O. Box 8113
Portland, Me. 04104

Gay/Lesbian Alliance
92 Bedford St.
Portland 04102
780-4085

OUTRIGHT
- .
.
Portland Alliance of Gay and Lesbian Youth
P.O. Box 5028, Station A
Portland, ME 04101.
_
. Par~nts and Friends or" Lesbians and Gays
Midcoast Chapter - Brunswick area
725-4769, 623-2349, 729-0519
Portland Area Men's Group (PGM) ·
c/o P.O. Box 681
Scarborough, Me. 04074

Maine Connection
P.O. Box 5245,
Station A
Portland, Me. 04102

Portland Pride Committee
-P
Box 5112, Sta. A
Portland, Me. 04112
- 883-6934
PWA Coalition
25 Parris Street
Portland, ME 04101
• 775-1259
Seacoast Gay Men
P.O. Box 1394
Portsmouth, NH 03801
Transupport (TS/TV support group)
P.O. Box 17622
_Port1and, ME 04101
USM Women 's Forum
University of Southern
92 Bedford St.
Portland 04103

:o.

Maine Health Foundation, Inc.
P.O. box 7329 DTS
Portland 04112
Maine Lesbian Feminists
P.O. Box 125
Belfast 04915
Maine Lesbian/Gay Political Alliance
P.O. Box 108
Yarmouth, ME. 04096

Gay/Lesbian Contra Dances
69 Mountain View Ave.
Bangor, ME 04401
947-2329

Gay/Lesbian Parents Support Group
780-4085 or 772-4741
Portland
GMSA (Gay Men's Social Association)
P.O. Box 294
Conway, NH 03818-0294
(603) 367-8304 (Alan or Paul)
Greater Portland N.O.W.
P.O. Box 4012 Station A
Portland 04101

Merrymeetlng AIDS Support Services
P.O. Box 57
Brunswick, ME 04011-0057
833-5016 or 725-8541

Maine

New Hampshire Cltluns Alliance for Gay
'and Lesbian Rights
P.O. Box 756
Contoocook, N.H. 03329
603-228-9009
Northern Lambda Nord
P.O. Box 990
Caribou, Me. 04736
NLN gay Pllonellne, 498-2088:

Vermonters for Lesbian and Gay Rights
(VLGR)
Box 281
Hinesburg, VT 05461
Waldo County AIDS Education Committee
P.O. Box 772
_B_elfast, ME 04915
Wu~stein _L luoMemorial Union
University of Maine - Orono
· Orono 04469

Our Paper
P.O. Box 10744
Portland, Me. 04104

Harbor Masters lnc.
P.O. Box 4044
Portland, Me. 04101

Women's Community Project ·
P.O. Box 3733
Portland, Me. 04104

1.------------------.MEETINGS _______________________.
I

MONDAYS

SUNBAYS

-

Free To Be Group of AA
meets
Fridays at 7:30 p.m., Jewett Hall, UMA,
room 114.

Bangor Area Gay/Lesbian/Straight
_, ~~atition fflAGLSC) ,meets the firs_t Sundays and third Thursdays of every month
at 87 Sunset Strip in Brewer at 7:00 p.m.

PW A (Persons With AIDS) Coalition
meetings , first and third Mondays at 25
Parris St., Portland, l p.m. Open to
anyone with AIDS, ARC , or who has
tested HIV positive. Call 775-1259.

Adult Children of Alchoholics (ACOA)
- open discussion wfth focus of gay/les- ·
bian issues, 7:30-9 p.m. YWCA, 87
_Spring St., Portland.

Bates Gay/Lesbian/Straight Alliance for discussion, support and planning every Sunday, 8:30 p.m. in Hirasawa
Lounge, Chase Hall, Bates College,
L~wiston. ,

Feminist Spiritual Community - every
Monday at 7 p.m., Friends Meeting
_House, Forest Ave., Portland, 773-2294
(come early).

Gay/Lesbian Al-Anon - every Tuesday,
7:30-8:30 p.m., First Parish UnitarianUniversalist Church, 425 Congress St., ·
Portland.

Greater Bangor NOW, fourth Monday of
every month, 7-9 p.m. Call 989-3306 for
info.

Greater Poi:-tland N.O.W.
fourth
Tuesday of the month, YWCA, 87 Spring
·
St., Portland, 7:30 p.m.

Seacoast Gay Men - every Monday, 7-9
p.m. (except first Monday and holidays).
Unitarian-Universal Church, 292 State St.,
Portsmouth, NH (side door near basement). Call Daryl (603) 335-4294.

Our Paper staff meeting - every Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. 9 Deering St., Portland.
New members are ~elcome.

Dignity/Maine, every Sunday, doors open
at 5:30 p.m., worship at 6 p.m., First
Parish Church, 425 Congress St., Portland
(please use rear entrance).
Northern Lambda Nord - last Sunday
of the month - business.meeting, l _p.m.
followed by potluck.
Maine Lesbian/Gay -Political Alliance
(MLGPA) - every third Sunday of the
month. Meetings rotated throughout state.
See Calendar listing for location and time.
Gays in Sobriety, AA , 6:30-8 p.m.
speakers meeting, Williston West Church,
32 Thomas St. , Portland.
Sunday Liturgy, every week, 11 a.m.,
Holy Apostles American Orthodox
Monastery, Rt. 194, South Whitefielµ ,
ME. Call 549-7325 for more information.

TUESDAYS
Gays in Sobriety , AA, 6-7 p.m., begin~
ners meeting, First Parish UU Church, 425
Congress St. , Portland 7: 30-9 p. m.
SpeakerI discussion meeting.

Parents and Friends of~sbians and Gays
-last Tuesday of the month, 7:30, First
Parish Church Pilgrim House, 9 Cleaveland St., Brunswick. Call 725-4769 for
information.

. Lesl>ian/Gay Alcoholics Anonymous __.:_
every Thursday, discussion meeting at 8
p.m., Unitarian Church, Main Street,
Bangor.
VLGR (Vermonters for Lesbian and
Gay Rights) meets first and third Thursday of every month at 7:30 p.m. at the
Peace and Justice Center, 186 College St.,
,, Burlington, VT.
Wilde-Stein Club - Thursday evening
6~9 p.m., Sutton Lounge, Memorial
Union, UMO.

FRIDAYS
Alcoholics Anonymous meets every Fri- :
day, 8-9:30 p.m. - Gays Together in
Sobriety {open discussion), Christ '
Episcopal Church, 80 Lafayette Rd., Portsmouth, NH.
OUTRIGHT ""'." Portland Alliance of
Lesbian and Gay Youth (22 years old and
younger), 7:30 p.m., Preble Street Chapel,
331 Cumberland Avenue, Portland.

l'HURSDAYS

Families of Gays Support Group, second
Tuesday of each month, 7:30 p.m. For
more information, call Ingraham
Volunteers, 774-HELP.

Colby College Bisexual, Lesbian and
Gay Community, 7:30 p.m. Mary Low
Coffeehouse, Colby College, Waterville.

Bowdoin College Gay-Lesbian-Straight
Alliance , 7:30 p.m., Chase Barn ,
Chamber, Bowdoin College, Brunswick.

,~ay~ in -Sobriety, AA , 8-9 p. m., big
b.ook/'step meeting, Williston West
Church, 32 Thomas St. , Portland.

;,A'flJ.KDAYS
Bangor Ai:ea Gay/Lesbian/Straight 1
Coalition (BAGLSC) dances meet the
first and third Saturdays of each month
from 8:00 to 1:00 at the old Bangor Community College Student Union.

BRENT T. McKINSTRY
Gene111I M.mneger

WOODFORD$

Seventh-day Adventist Kinship
International, Inc.

RAVEL
One Tmtel Pl- on lllec:hllnlc St.

P.O. Box 3840, Los Angeles, CA 90078-3840
Phone (213) 876-2076

P.O. Box 747
:;-::-.,:;: :;;:: (803) 354-5555 North Conway, _
N.H. 038eCMl747

~·

~~

~
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I~------·--------------------jPOETRY_.__________,_____________
family dinner
isn ' t this weather just
awful?
you look very well. dear.
i ' m gay!
llittle jimmy said his first word
!today.
]Pass the butter. dear.
i ' m gay!
mary and john are having
]Problems.
are you seeing anyone. dear?
ii'm gay!
we're glad you're so happy .
jo-ellen yale

Snow In Chamberlain
I can dream of tonight's winter sunrise
. The naked groves
The leafless trees agai'!_st morning dark gray
T;me is hammered into gray day
A lost tiimelessness far off curing the brain
Gray white smoke drifting pale across the s~y
To this world's dim snow clad day.

mid-thirty life crisis

Lis'

you were the age
I am now
a dozen years ago ;
an older woman
with husband.
children. station wagon
and dog.
a streak of gray.
respectability.
our paths crossed
at your junction;
i was a choice
you made
for a few years.
entering your' marriage
by the back door.
i pushed my nose
up to your window
until you let me in .
now. i am th_at older
woman
with lover. home
and dog.
now. i am that age
you were.

When We Were First. . .
A certain dislike.
distrust...
" Who does she
think she is!?"
When We Were Second ...
Some how .. ..
Friendship .
later Roommates!
"What fun!"
When We Were Third ...
Coming out. .. to each other
..... dreams of Girls?"
"Only of you ... "
Bliss
When We Were Fourth .. .
Friendship ... .
Honesty ... .
Commitment .. ..
Love.

jo-ellen yale

When I Was Sixth ...
Loneliness ....
''What lessons
I've learned .. . "
'Tm Sorry"

I

I

Walking homeward through the white
Deeper in red the face becomes
Then sadness while thinking of summer
Again I find myself walking in silent white snow
Trying to forget the bitter cold here in Chamberlain.
I move in this timelessness
Passing woodlands deep in snow
Precious grief to my heart
As I yearn for my warm home
Arrogant falling snow upon this sunless day.

When We Were Fifth ...
Possession .
Jealousy.
Doubt.
Despair.

FOUR A.M.

As I think of green trees and summer winds
As I think of tight jeans
Brief smug swimsuits
Young men in cutoffs and nothing else
Smiling faces and willing warm hearts
All upon a hot summer's day
Not this cold winter' s day.

there is a knot in my shoelace
that I pull at in the lampliglht.
I know I must loose it to wear the shoe
but I only pull in a dull way
.
at its stiffened edges .

:-

the moon tilts crazily over lthe edge of an apartment
building .. .

A~ ~he win?s stir the snow into drifts
Visibly palmg in retardation
On my llong walk home to my fireplace
Through this gnet and JOY all at once
The winter season holds the height of snow
·
As I ent,e r my warm house
My roof hides me from the snow and bitter cold .

in a third story window a child dangles his hands
below the sill and cries forlornly awk! awk!
I turn watching. walking
as shadows flicker
behind him in the room
perhaps someone who'll take the little bird
back to bed.

P.H . Groves
Brian Crabtree

( r--- ......_.....,____-.-. ----- ·---- - - - - - - ~·,.
_.,

CHILTERN
MOL)NTAIN CLUB

24 HOUR INFORMATION ON EVENTS, GROUP
MEETINGS, AND PERSONALS FOR GAY MEN
AND LESBIANS IN SOUTHWESTERN MAINE.
ALL LISTINGS ARE FREE.

ECOLOGrY HOUSE
Gijts of Enviro~mental C~nsciousness
7 Exchange St., Portland,, ME 04112 (207) 77 5-1281

An outdoor recreational d;;b sp;,n~rrd by
New England area lesbians and g,v men.'
For furt~er __inf~m~tid'h pie~~ w~ite.:

P.O. Box 407- 0 Boston, MA 02117
Call 617-899-1606 or 617-262-8772
AU r,plin att confidffltiol.

HIV ANTIBODY COUNSELIN(i & TESTING
i:_1''-M,

&"

Voluntary - An1onymous - Low Cost

..

Nlew L~f f,ooks
438 Main St., Rockland, ME 04841

207/596-004d
I

We specialize in boo.ks b;• and about ll'Omen, alternative health care a'!d spirituality..
See our new section of gay fiction
·
·
· . Hours: Monday thru Saturday 10-5· :

The AIDS Project offers traine9 counselors to answer your questions
and addreeys your concerns about possible infection with the Human
Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV). "To schedule a counseling session call:
n4-68n daily between 9-12; 1-~i; Monday & Wednesday eves between
6-9 p.m. Saturday from 10-1. Note: Counseling & testing is by appointment only.

